
Second Year Module Descriptions 

 

SO201 Classical Social Theory     

The sociological work of Marx, Durkheim, Weber and others. The nature of social change, 

stratification, religion, work, the relationship between the individual and society, power, 

action/interaction, the discipline of sociology and the sociological imagination. The relevance 

of Classical Social Theory to contemporary society and social theory. 

 

SO202 Introduction to Social Research  

This module provides an insight into how sociologists examine the social world and how they 

conduct sociological research. This module explores the multiple type of research questions 

that sociologists ask, and the different ways to go about answering sociological research 

questions. It provides examples from the work of some specific sociologists and explores the 

key principles that shape the craft and logic of sociological research.  

 

SO203 Structures of Inequality: Class, Race and Gender  

Social and economic divisions in terms of class, race/ethnicity and gender as well as some of 

the central issues of identity, culture and politics surrounding them. Theoretical approaches to 

these inequalities will be reviewed, both separately and in the context of their 

interrelationships with one another. How historical, cultural and institutional factors come to 

shape individual experiences. 

 

SO204 Survey Research Methods  

This module serves as an introduction to survey methods employed by sociologists. The goal 

of the module is to equip you with the skills and knowledge to undertake surveys of your own 

and to become critical consumers of survey research carried out by others. The first part of 

the module focuses on the logic and design of social surveys and the second part focuses on 

organising and analysing survey data using a statistical software package. 

 

SO205 Fieldwork Methods 

Fieldwork techniques are essential to qualitative research. Fieldwork is one of the key research 

methods in sociology and anthropology, as well as journalism and espionage! Fieldwork 

methods is a broad term that describes research that focuses on how individuals and groups 

view and understand their social worlds and construct meanings from their experiences. This 

module will introduce the principles and practice of fieldwork through hands-on learning as 

you will also be going out into the field to practice qualitative methods and to develop your 

observational skills. You will learn how to negotiate social boundaries and how to be careful 

not to cross ethical boundaries (Ocejo, 2013). Learning outcomes for the module include the 

ability to take the initiative in creating a research project, and understanding the empathy and 

reflexivity involved in good quality fieldwork. 

 

SO208 Media and Society 

The evolution of the mass media (both old and new) and issues of ownership and control, 

production process and media content, and media audiences. The current restructuring of the 

media and culture industries in Ireland, and across the European Union. The outlook for 

public service broadcasting. The potential of the mass media to act as an instrument of 

cultural integration. 

 

 

 



SO210 Social Worlds of Children 

What does the social world look like from a child’s point of view? How do we determine 

who is a child and what is appropriate for them or not? How has global capitalism created 

‘demand’ for certain toys and childhood objects? What does it mean to say that childhood is 

socially constructed? This course will introduce students to theories in the sociology of 

children and childhood whilst using empirical examples of fieldwork with children and our 

own childhoods as data to understand these theories. Unlike child development studies, 

sociology of childhood is concerned mainly with how societies come to construct children 

and childhood and not just the developmental stages that children may go through. We will 

do this by examining the history of childhood, kids’ culture, children in families and schools, 

children as workers, children and technology, toys, children’s myths and stories, and 

children’s understandings of gender, race/ethnicity and class in Ireland through international 

comparisons. 

 

SO212 Community and Class 

In the context of the pandemic, we heard a lot of talk about 'community.'  We heard about 

'community transmission' of the virus.  We also heard about 'community support' for those in 

need of help and about the importance of social solidarity and cohesion.  But what do public 

commentators mean when they use the word 'community'?  In this module we will develop a 

sociological understanding of community, one that allows us to interrogate and critique 

public representations, and to think about better approaches to improving the quality of 

community life for everyone. Communities and community studies were once at the heart of 

sociology as a discipline.  Many of the classic studies that founded the discipline took the 

form of detailed descriptions of 'local social relations.'  But community studies became 

distinctly unfashionable during most of the second half of the 20th century. Although they 

continue to attract criticism, there has been a recent revival of interest in community studies, 

making now an interesting time to revisit them. In this module we will trace the evolution of 

the concept of community within sociology and ask what past and present community studies 

tell us about social change and what the future might bring. 

 

SO214 Northern Irish Society  

This course sets out to introduce the particular ways in which contemporary Northern Irish 

society is organised, experienced and represented. In the opening lectures, we examine some 

of the forms of inter-communal distinction frequently associated with the region and consider 

whether these are best considered sectarian, ethnic or nationalist. While acknowledging that 

many of the divisions that defined the Troubles have survived into the era of the peace 

process, we examine the many ways in which Northern Ireland has changed since the 1998 

Good Friday Agreement. In particular, we consider the emergence of a ‘peace generation’ 

that has rather more liberal and fluid attitudes towards both personal freedoms and relations 

between the ‘two communities.’ We move then to consider a series of other forms of social 

identity that are often underplayed in mainstream approaches to Northern Irish society. In 

these lectures, we examine whether the peace process has altered the position of women, 

reflect on whether Belfast deserves the tag of ‘most racist city in Europe’ that some 

commentators have placed on it, and address the experience of those working class 

communities that bore the brunt of the conflict and now have to deal with the assault of 

austerity policies initiated at Westminster. The course ends on a (slightly) lighter note by 

considering how the combination of stasis and change that defines contemporary Northern 

Ireland finds reflection in recent pop music, television and cinema.  

 

SO217 Online and Documentary Research  



We live in a world of words and images, and sociologists can research these in many 

different ways. This course explores some of the different ways of researching online, visual 

and archival texts and documents and how to use them for different purposes. You will learn 

how to apply the basic principles of research on physical, digital and visual material of 

different kinds; find out about the key methodological concerns involved; and learn how to 

assess the strengths and limitations of this kind of data collection. We will look at the specific 

features of digital data, and explore a range of tools to help understand what is actually 

happening online. 

 

SO221 Marx on Ireland 

With regard to sociology as a discipline, Marx was the only one of the ‘founding fathers’ to 

discuss Ireland in any detail. It is quite remarkable how this fact has been ignored by Irish 

sociologists and sociologists in general, and especially those involved in the area of economic 

development and ecology. I want to attempt to correct this oversight by highlighting Marx’s 

complex understanding of the Ireland’s development as a society and economy over time. I 

want to propose that Marx and Engels constructed a consistent theoretical framework, which 

deals not only with colonialism but also ecology, nationalism, race and ethnicity and a 

dependent economy. The conceptual work was developed by Marx and Engels applying their 

dialectical analysis framework to colonial Ireland and thereby creating not only an innovative 

analysis in how to write history but also more significantly providing a more complex insight to 

Marxist theory of ecology – the metabolic rift debate. Marx and Engels appear in their Irish 

investigations to move beyond the problematic of the economic (mode of production analysis 

as in Capital) to a society and its underlying ecological base as his unit of analysis. To 

paraphrase Anderson, Marx has moved his dialectical framework to the ‘margins’, - to a 

colonised social formation beyond Capitalism. 

SO223 Environment and Society 

This module will introduce you to the study of environment and society by social scientists. 

We will discuss some classic theories on the interconnections between society, environment, 

and nature, and how these ideas have changed over time. From these foundations, we will 

consider several specific areas, including: the enclosure of the commons, industrialisation, 

causes of famine in Ireland, India, and China, historical pandemics, Green politics and the 

Green New Deal, climate justice movements, and climate change. In covering these topics, 

we introduce you to some key concepts in modern environmental sociology, such as 

commons and common-pool resource systems, metabolism and the metabolic rift, ecological 

resilience, and complexity theory. 
 

SO241 Critical Race and Ethnic Ireland 

This course takes a critical race studies approach to the study of the histories, contributions 

and lived experiences of racialized communities of colour on the island of Ireland. The 

course uses Critical Race and Racial Formation Theories to better understand how these 

histories and experiences shape and are shaped by social institutions within Ireland and Irish 

society. There are three sections to this course. First, we briefly look at the historical context 

of Ireland (with past racialization and post colonialism in its experience) with a specific focus 

on early migrants (early 1900s and before) to Ireland from India, China and the African 

continent. We then move throughout more contemporary Irish history to look at the 

experiences of Vietnamese refugees, secondary Chinese migrants from the UK, Somalian 

(and other) asylum seekers, Filipino, Brazilian, and Nigerian migrants. The second part of the 

course turns to examine these ethnic histories in Ireland within the social institutions of the 

state (migration and asylum regimes), family, education, sport, popular culture, politics and 

political processes and the labour market. The final part of the course examines how people 



of colour in Ireland today relate to each other and the global world through experiences like 

the #BlackLivesMatter movement and how those expressions manifest is social movements, 

artistic contributions and social and cultural change in Ireland. 

 

SO341 Social Movements  

This module introduces the study of social movements: how people act together in order to 

change local situations, broader social relationships or the whole of society; and how they act 

together in order to prevent change and maintain the existing order. Movements can be 

defined as networks of individuals, informal groups and formal organisations with a shared 

identity, engaged in a conflict with other social forces. Some examples include Black Lives 

Matter, climate justice activism, #MeToo, labour movements, community organising, anti-

colonial movements, LGBTQ+ activism, animal rights campaigning and anti-fascism – as 

well as right-wing movements defending power, wealth and existing cultural hierarchies.  

Social movements research seeks to understand the rise and fall of different movements, the 

many different forms (strategies and tactics) their activism takes, how movements affect the 

wider society, culture within social movements, how movements work in the Internet age and 

the art of social movement organising among many other themes. This course will introduce 

some of the variety of social movements, some of the key theoretical questions involved and 

some of the research tools that can be used to study them. 

 

SO344 Nature Tourism: Romancing Nature as a Leisure Activity 

Tourism and cultural heritage are about leisure activities they are about the way we attempt to 

enjoy ourselves. In our increasing alienated lives, we develop strategies that attempt to allow us 

to escape the constraints of everyday life, work, school, college and even our ‘loved ones’. Leisure 

activities provide us with some of these escape routes, especially holidaying. This course unravels 

those diverse social processes that attempt to give us a pleasurable time as we take a holiday or 

engage in cultural and heritage activities and we also uncover how these abstract processes 

physically manifest themselves within touristic activities. To conclude, I want to suggest that 

tourism is generally about how we engage with Nature in diverse ways. 

 

SO352 Sociology of Gender 

This module will critically examine how gender is constructed at the level of society as well 

as how we engage in the re-creation of gender in our everyday lives. Gender will be explored 

as an institution and a system as well as how it influences individuals. We will consider 

sociological approaches to studying gender, including gender as an identity, a performance, 

and a structuring feature of discourses and institutions; how gender is expressed through 

configurations of femininity and masculinity, embedded in power relations, and co-

constructed and in relation to its intersection with other social locations such as race, 

ethnicity, class, sexuality, age, ability, and citizenship. Topics will include gender beliefs and 

practices; socialisation practices that reproduce gender identities and the relationship between 

gender, power and social inequality. 

 

PO203 International Relations 

This module introduces students to the main theoretical approaches to and contemporary 

issues in the study of International Relations (IR). Focusing on the inter-relationships 

between states, international organizations and non-state actors, the module begins by 

outlining the key theoretical frameworks which inform IR debates. These include Realism, 

Liberal Internationalism, Marxism and Social Constructivism. Building on these conceptual 

foundations the module then introduces the key debates within the world of contemporary 

international politics, including Francis Fukuyama’s The End of History, Samuel 



Huntington’s Clash of Civilisations, the relationship between Islam and the West and the US 

“war on terror”, and the nature and significance of global economic structures. The mixture 

of theoretical and empirical analysis will allow students to develop ideas about the 

international political system, what it is made up of, how states interact with each other and 

with wider structural forces. Particular attention will be paid to the intellectual history of the 

discipline and to contemporary IR theory. 

PO205 Democracy and Citizenship 

Democracy is often exclusively associated with elections, political parties and parliaments 

and associated bodies – that is the formal or institutional aspects of democracy. However, 

democracy can also be viewed from a substantive perspective, that is how the citizen 

experiences the democracy in which she or he lives. In this case democracy can be examined 

and evaluated from the perspective of the content and experience of citizenship. This course 

aims to examine democracy from this perspective – to interrogate the concepts of democracy 

and citizenship and the relationship between the two; to review contending conceptions of 

citizenship in a democratic context; and, to problematise these and how and if they can be 

realised in a globalised, multicultural and unequal world. The course also aims to be as 

participative, inter-active and student-led as possible, that is to allow students to help 

construct content and not just be passive recipients of that content. As a result many of the 

assignments have been designed to facilitate this as much as possible. In this way, not only 

does the course present different models of citizenship – but also seeks to bring these alive 

within the classroom context. 

PO304 Society and State 

This course examines the central issue of how power is distributed between the state and 

society, how it is institutionalised and how it is exercised. It examines competing definitions 

of power and then applies theories of power to contemporary Ireland. These include pluralist, 

Marxist, radical, corporatist, totalitarian and feminist theories of power as well as theories of 

citizenship, participative democracy and social capital. In exploring the interdependent 

relationship between the state and society it examines various arguments for the state and/or 

society to have a more minor or more central role in modern societies and economies. A key 

theme is the relationship between power and wealth inequalities and who benefits from 

political decisions. We also examine how the state society relations have been impacted by 

globalisation. 

 

PO305 Politics of the EU 

This course builds on the introduction to political institutions in first year to explore the 

complex of institutions described as the European Union. The course will explore the history 

of the EU and other European institutions, give an outline of the operations of the various EU 

bodies and explore the relationship between the EU, other locations of global power (such as 

the US, NATO or global financial institutions) and the “Third World”. Students will be 

introduced to a range of key political conflicts within the EU, such as those between states 

with different interests and different visions of the future of the EU, those between different 

political party “families” within the EU or those between different locations of power within 

the EU. The course will explore some important theoretical issues raised by the EU, such as 

location of political power in an age of supra-national institutions and the ways in which the 

increasing significance of such institutions can be explained. It will also tackle key normative 

issues associated with the EU, such as the “democratic deficit”, the definition of “Europe” 

and the conflict between social-democratic and neo-liberal versions of the “European 

project”. 


