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MAYNOOTH UNIVERSITY RECOMMENDATIONS FOR THE PRESENTATION OF TAUGHT 

MASTERS THESIS  
1. THESIS: A statement of investigation or research presenting the author's findings and any conclusions reached,  

submitted by the author in support of his candidature for a higher degree, professional qualification or other award.  
 

2. BINDING: The thesis shall be bound within boards. The binding shall be of a fixed kind in which leaves are  

permanently secured. The boards shall have a sufficient rigidity to support the weight of the work when standing upon a 

shelf.  
 

3. COVER TITLE: If the outside front board bears the title of the work it should be in at least 24pt (8 mm.) type. The  

name and initials of the candidate, the qualification and the year of submission may also be shown. If the cover material 

bears any design, the design shall be clear of any lettering.  
 

4. SPINE TITLE: The spine of the work shall bear in at least 24 pt (8 mm.) type, if practicable, the surname and initials  

of the candidate, the qualification for which the work is submitted and the year of submission. This information shall 

normally be printed along the spine in such a way as to be readable when the volume is lying flat with the front cover 

uppermost. If the work consists of more than one volume the spine shall also bear the number of each volume.  
 

5. TYPE: Theses shall be presented in a permanent and legible form in typescript or print. Copies presented by  

xerographic or comparably permanent processes are acceptable.  
 

6. PAPER: A4 size paper which is EC standard and specified in BS 400 should be used.  
 

7. LAYOUT: Margins at the binding edge shall be not less than 40 mm. and other margins not less than 20 mm. Double or 

one and a half spacing is recommended in typescripts, excepted for indented quotations and footnotes, where single 

spacing may be used. Pages can be printed single or double-sided.  
 

8. PAGINATION: Pages shall be numbered consecutively through the thesis, including appendices, but excluding  

photographs and/or diagrams which are not embodied in the text. Page numbers shall be located centrally at the bottom 

of the page, approximately 10 mm. above the edge.  
 

9. MULTI-VOLUME THESIS: If there is more than one volume, each volume shall carry its own pagination.  
 

10. TITLE PAGE: The title of every volume shall give the following information in the order listed:  

1) The full title of the theses and the sub-title if any.  

2) The total number of volumes if more than one, and the number of the particular volume.  

3) The full name of the author, followed, if desired, by any qualifications and distinctions.  

4) The qualification for which the thesis is submitted.  

5) The name of the institution to which the thesis is submitted.  

6) The department, faculty or organisation in which research was conducted. 

7) The month and year of submission.  

8) Name of the Head of the Department concerned.  

9) Name of the Supervisor of the research. The title should describe the content of the thesis accurately and concisely.  
 

11. TABLE OF CONTENTS: The table of contents shall immediately follow the title page.  
 

12. SUMMARY: There shall be a summary of the thesis of approximately 300 words.  
 

13. NUMBER OF COPIES: TWO HARDBOUND copies of the thesis to be lodged with your Department before the date 

specified by the Department for the year in question. Please confirm this with your Department in advance.  

 

 


