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AIMS OF THE MODULE 
The module introduces students to the European Union, the European 
integration process and the EU institutional environment. It aims to 
develop students’ understanding of the way the European Union 
works and how its policy output and powers affect their lives as 
citizens. As such, the module has three objectives. First, to give 
students a solid understanding of the history, institutions, and 
decision-making processes of the European Union. Second, to equip 
students with an appreciation of the principal issues and controversies 
which currently face the European Union, and, third, to explore and 
analyse the broader political and societal context in which European 
integration is evolving.  
 
Europe is (once again) undergoing a period of dynamic and 
multifaceted change, and, it is clear that the European Union is driving 
these changes. Over the past decade the EU was battered by a series 
of inter-linked crises, including the Eurozone, Brexit, the Covid 
pandemic and the Russian attack on Ukraine in 2022-23. This module 
will seek to reference current politics and illustrate how the EU 
institutions are managing these important developments. From an 
institutional perspective, the interaction between Council, 
Commission and Parliament is crucial to the trajectory of EU politics. 
Thus, the importance of ‘getting to know the institutions’ as a core 
objective of this module. This is particularly important as Ireland 
reaches the milestone of 50 years of EU membership in 2023. It is also 
the thirtieth anniversary of the Single European Market coming into 
being.  
 
This module is one of four modules associated with the EU Erasmus 
Plus Jean Monnet Chair in European Integration and Jean Monnet 
Centre of Excellence (2020-23) at Maynooth University. As such it 
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benefits from Erasmus Plus funding to support the teaching of 
European Integration. 
 
LEARNING OUTCOMES 
Having completed the module, students should understand: 
 - how each of the key institutions of the EU works; 
 - the balance of power between the major EU institutions; 
 - the relationship between the EU and its member states; 
 - the successes and limits of European integration; 
 - the broad constellation of issues currently shaping European 
society; 
 - how to engage with and utilize the full range of primary and 
secondary sources relating to EU institutions and policies. 
 - The main elements of Ireland’s experience of 50 years of European 
Union membership. 
 
 
ORGANISATION AND ASSESSMENT 
 
ASSESSMENT REGIME  
Annotated bibliography for Essay One – 10% 
 
Draft of Essay One – 10% 
 
Final submission of Essay One – 30% 
 
End of term Examination – 50% 
 
Assessment for this module will be via 100% continuous assessment. 
This will be divided into four parts. First, students are asked to 
produce an annotated bibliography for the first essay. This should 
include key references you will use for the first essay and one or two 
sentences explaining why you have chosen these source materials to 
answer the question. The annotated bibliography must be printed 
out and brought to class for submission by Tuesday, Week 4 
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(Tuesday 20 February 2023. It will be worth 10% of the grade for the 
module.)  
 
Second, students will be asked to write a 2, 000 word essay (30% of 
the grade for the module) and prior to this a draft of this essay (10% 
of the grade). The draft should build on the annotated bibliography 
and be a fully realised essay. The first draft should be completed and 
submitted via Moodle by Friday, 10 March 2023. This timeframe will 
allow the lecturer to provide extensive feedback on the writing 
process and allow students to incorporate feedback from the draft 
stage into the final product. I will then hold one to one meetings with 
students to highlight the important elements of the feedback and 
what needs to be done to improve the essay. The final part of this 
process will see students submit the final draft of the essay by Friday 
21 April 2023. This will be worth 30% of the grade. Essay titles and 
submission procedures will be supplied separately to this outline and 
placed on Moodle. 
 
Lectures in week 2 will be devoted to learning about how to use source 
materials on EU politics, in learning to think about, and read and write 
on European integration. Guest lectures will also take place 
throughout the term with information provided via Moodle. 
 
Finally, students will take an in-person examination at the end of the 
semester. This part of the assessment will be worth 50% of the 
overall grade for the module.  
 
Some appropriate sources of information for each of the sessions in 
this module are listed in turn below. The core readings must be 
consulted in advance of and subsequent to each lecture. However, 
you are advised that these reading lists are not exhaustive. They are 
intended as points of departure, i.e. their purpose is to guide you in 
your own searches for material. Additionally, readings recommended 
for one lecture/topic may also be useful for others. Credit is given to 
you in your assessments for the location and appropriate use of 
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relevant material. This module is part of the EU Jean Monnet project 
on teaching European integration at Maynooth University.  
 
The module will be based around weekly lectures that will take place 
from week 1 through to Week 12 of the spring semester. Attendance 
at lectures is OBLIGATORY. In addition, I will make myself available on 
Friday morning for one to one Teams calls or in person meetings with 
students, from 1000 to 1200. 
 
 
MAYNOOTH CENTRE FOR EUROPEAN AND EURASIAN STUDIES 
The module also draws upon and will engage with the activities of the 
Maynooth University Centre for European and Eurasian Studies 
(www.maynoothuniversity.ie/Europe ), an inter-disciplinary research 
centre devoted to analysis of and debate on Europe, and brings 
together faculty from the disciplines of anthropology, history, political 
science, and sociology as well as European Integration. The Centre is 
a designated EU Erasmus Plus Jean Monnet Centre of Excellence 
(2020-2023). Regular seminars will be held online throughout the 
academic year and students are very much encouraged to take part in 
the activities of the Centre. Among the events planned for this 
semester are a series examining the impact of EU membership on 
Ireland and a number of events focusing on the rule of law in the 
European Union. The first seminar takes place on Wednesday 22 
February 2023 and deals with the rule of law crisis in the EU. 
 
 
READING LISTS AND SOURCES FOR THIS MODULE 
Because European integration is ongoing, students will need to keep 
themselves abreast of current events. The best newspaper to consult 
is the Financial Times, whilst the Economist also covers a broad range 
of issues connected to the European Union. The best Irish newspaper 
to consult for EU coverage is the Irish Times (www.irishtimes.com ) 
where the dedicated EU correspondent is Naomi O’ Leary. The best 
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daily web-based entity reporting on the EU is Politico and it should 
also be consulted regularly: (http://www.politico.eu/)  
 
Students should note that the reading lists included in this outline are 
not exhaustive. While they are intended to give you a grasp of the major 
issues, there are always other sources that you could usefully consult. 
When your essays are marked, credit will be given to those students 
who demonstrate they have carried out research to find and use their 
own sources. Students should also note that there are links between 
the various issues covered in this module, and that credit will be given 
to students who demonstrate the capacity for appropriate synthesis. 
In other words, students should take a holistic approach and not treat 
the subjects covered simply as self-contained units. 
 
The most useful starting point for document research (EU institutions) 
is undoubtedly www.europa.eu.int (EU-homepage).  
 

Further useful web-pages and blog sites are: 
i) Centre for European Policy Studies (Brussels-based 

independent think-tank): www.ceps.be 
ii) Carnegie Europe (Brussels-based independent think-tank): 

https://carnegieeurope.eu/  
iii) The European Council on Foreign Relations (A think tank 

dedicated to strategic analysis o  f the challenges facing 
Europe and EU foreign and security policy in the twenty first 
century), (www.ecfr.eu) 

iv) the European Policy Centre (Brussels-based think tank): 
www.epc.eu 

v) The Irish Institute of International and European Affairs 
(Dublin-based organisation with educational and political 
aims): www.iiea.com 

vi) The Federal Trust (UK-based organization which lobbies for a 
federal EU): www.fedtrust.co.uk 

vii) The Economist http://www.economist.com/  
viii) Centre for European Reform (A prominent London-based 

think tank): www.cer.org.uk/ 
ix) Open Democracy (One of the most comprehensive 

discussion sites on the net and one with a strong European 
focus): www.opendemocracy.net/ 
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x) European Union Institute for Security Studies (EUISS) – The 
European Union’s in-house Paris-based think tank charged 
with producing policy papers and advice on EU Security and 
Defence Policy: www.iss.europa.eu 

XiII)  Eurobarometer (Official EU public opinion monitoring site), 
http://ec.europa.eu/public_opinion/index_en.htm 

Xiv) LSE EUROPP – European politics blogsite from LSE which is a 
superb source for current debates on Europe 
http://blogs.lse.ac.uk/europpblog/   

Xv)       Irish Association for Contemporary European Studies 
(IACES): www.iaces.ie  

Xvi)  UK in a Changing Europe (independent UK think tank) 
  https://ukandeu.ac.uk  
 
COURSE READING 
The core text for this module is:  

• Cini, M. and Borragan Perez-Solorzano, N., (eds), (2022), 
European Union Politics, seventh edition, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press). This is a very accessible textbook, which will 
provide you with an understanding of EU history, institutions, 
policies, and key issues. The text is accompanied by a 
comprehensive set of online resources which can be found at: 
http://www.oup.com/uk/orc/bin/9780199281954/ 

 

Other key textbooks focusing on the EU institutions include: 

• Bache, I., Bulmer, Burns, C., George, S., and Parker, O., (2020), 
Politics in the European Union, fifth, edition, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press). 

• Bradford, A., (2021) The Brussels Effect: how the European Union 
rules the world, (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

• Dinan, D., Nugent, N. and Patterson, W., (2017) The European 
Union in Crisis (Basingstoke, Palgrave MacMillan). 
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• Kenealy, D., Peterson, J., and Corbett, R., (September 2018) The 
European Union: how does it work? Fifth edition, (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press) 

• Legrain, P., (2014) European Spring: Why Our Economies and 
Politics are in a Mess – and How to Put Them Right, (London: CB 
Books). 

• Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press) 

• Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave).  

• Hodson, D. Peutter, U., Saurreger, S. and Peterson, J., (2021) The 
Institutions of the European Union, fifth edition, (Oxford: OUP). 

• Olsen, J., 2(020) The European Union: Politics and Policies, 
seventh edition, (Basingstoke: Routledge). 

• Pinder, J. and Usherwood, S., (2018) The European Union: a very 
short introduction, fourth edition, (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press). 

• Stiglitz, J., (2016), The Euro and its Threat to the Future of 
Europe, (London: Allen Lane). 

• Van Middlear, L. (2019) Alarums and Excursions: improvising 
politics on the European Stage, (New York: Agenda Publishing). 

• Wallace, H., Roederer Rynning, C., Pollack, M. and Young, A. 
(eds), (2020), Policy-Making in the European Union, Eighth 
edition, (Oxford: OUP). 

 

The books are available at the Maynooth University Bookshop with 
free postage on orders over 60 Euros: 
https://www.universitybooks.ie .  

 
For wider general reading, the following textbooks will be helpful: 
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• Ashiagbor, D., Countouris, N. and Lianios, I., (eds) (2012) The 
European Union after the Treaty of Lisbon (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press) 

• Buchanan, T., (2012), Europe's Troubled Peace: 1945 to the 
Present (Blackwell History of Europe), (Cambridge: Blackwell). 

• Chryssochoou, D., (2008) Theorising European Integration 
(Abingdon: Routledge). 

• Corner, M., (2014) The European Union: An Introduction 
(London: I.B. Tauris). 

• De Burca, G. and Weiler, J.H., (2012), The Worlds of European 
Constitutionalism, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

• Dinan, D., (2014), Origins and Evolution of the European Union 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

• Dinan, D., (2010), Ever Closer Union: an introduction to European 
Integration, fourth edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan) 

• Duff, A., (2018), On Governing Europe: A Federal Experiment, 
(London: space publishing) 

• Elinas, A.E. and Suleiman, E. (2012), The European Commission 
and Bureaucratic Autonomy: Europe's Custodians, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press). 

• Erikesn, E.O. and Fossum, J.E. (eds) (2012) Rethinking Democracy 
and the European Union (New York: Routledge). 

• Fabrini, S., (2015) Which European Union?: Europe After the Euro 
Crisis (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

• Gatrell, P., (2019) The Unsettling of Europe: the great migration, 
1945 to the present, (London: Allen Lane). 

• Gillingham, J. (2016), The European Union; an Obituary, (London: 
Verso) 

• Gowland, D., (2016), Britain and the European Union, (Abingdon: 
Routledge). 



 10 

• Habermas, J., (2012) The Crisis of the European Union: a 
response (Cambridge: Polity). 

• Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the 
European Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave 
MacMillan). 

• Kershaw, I., (2018), Roller Coaster Europe 1950-2017, (London: 
Allen Lane) 

• McCormick, J., (2020) Understanding the European Union, a 
concise introduction, eights edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave 
MacMillan). 

• Mody, A., (2018), Euro Tragedy: A Drama in Nine Acts, (Oxford: 
OUP). 

• Piris, J.C., (2012), The future of Europe - towards a two speed 
EU? (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

• Ross, G., (2011), The European Union and its Crises: Through 
the Eyes of the Brussels Elite, (Basingstoke: Palgrave). 
• Steel, B., (2018), The Marshall Plan: Dawn of the Cold War, 
(London: Simon and Schuster). 
• Trilling, D., (2018), Lights In The Distance: Exile and Refuge at 
the Borders of Europe, (London: Picador). 
• Varoufakis, Y. (2017) Adults in the Room: My battle with 
Europe’s deep establishment, (London: Bodley Head). 
• Varoufakis, Y., (2016), And the Weak Suffer What they Must: 
Europe, Austerity and the Threat to Global Stability, (London: Bodley 
Head). 
• Van Middlear, L. (2013) The Passage to Europe: how a 
Continent became a Union (New Haven: Yale University Press). 

 
 
 
Academic Journals that you should regularly consult include: 
• Cambridge Review of International Affairs 
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• Comparative European Politics (CEP)) 
• Journal of Common Market Studies (JCMS) 
• European Foreign Affairs Review 
• European Journal of Political Research 
• European Political Science 
• Journal of European Public Policy (JEPP) 
• West European Politics (WEP) 
• Journal of European Integration (JoEl)  

 
 
THE EUROPEAN INSTITUTIONS 
Europa  - the main European Union internet portal 
(www.europa.eu.int ) 
European Parliament - 
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/home/default_en.htm  
European Commission - http://ec.europa.eu/  
Council of the European Union - http://www.consilium.europa.eu/  
European Court of Justice - 
http://curia.europa.eu/jcms/jcms/Jo1_6308/  
European Central Bank - 
http://www.ecb.int/home/html/index.en.html  
 
The webpages of the European Union’s main institutions provide an 
extraordinary range of source material on almost every aspect of 
politics, government and policy at EU level. Although you may find 
some of the material ‘heavy’ and rather bureaucratic in respect of 
jargon, it is worth thoroughly engaging with the websites as the 
course moves through the institutional cycle in particular.  
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LECTURE OVERVIEW, PO305 

 

Week Lecture                                            Topic 
  Part I: The European Union: History and Institutions  

1 1.  Introduction (31 Jan) 
 2.  Why study the EU and its institutions? (3 Feb) 

2 3.  Reading and writing about the EU (7 Feb) 
 4.  Reading and writing about the EU (10 Feb) 

3 5.  Postwar European Integration 1952-1987 (14 Feb) 
 6.  From the Single European Act to Lisbon and Brexit 

(17 Feb) 
4 7.  The Council of Ministers (21 Feb) 
 8.  The European Council (24 Feb) 

5 9.  The European Commission (28 Feb) 
 10.  The European Commission (3 March) 

6 11.  The European Parliament (7 March) 
 12.  The European Parliament (10 March) 

7      13. The European Court of Justice (21 March) 

        14. The European Court of Justice (24 March) 
8        15. The European Central Bank (28 March) 
        16. The European Central Bank (31 March) 

9        17. The Expansionary Impulse: Enlargement (4 April) 
        18. The Expansionary Impulse: Enlargement (7 April) 

10        19.  The ‘Democratic Deficit’ (18 April) 
        20. The ‘Democratic Deficit’ (21 April) 

11        21. Rules of Law issues in the EU (25 April) 
        22. Rules of Law issues in the EU (28 April) 

13        23. Ireland and the EU (2 May) 
        24 Ireland and the EU (5 May) 
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■ Note that the week of 13 to 17 March 2023 is a Study week and 
no lectures will take place. The Easter holidays will take place from 
10 to 14 April 2023, and no classes will be held that week.  
 
 

LECTURE LIST AND READINGS 
 

Week 1 
 

Lecture 1: Introduction 
 
Required Readings: 
Cini, M., and Borragan, N. (eds.), (2022), European Union Politics. 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press), Chapter. 1. 

Dinan, D., (2018), ‘How did we get here? In Kenealy, D., Peterson, J., 
and Corbett, R., The European Union: how does it work? Fifth 
edition, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), chapter 2. 

 
Other Reading: 
Checkel, J and Katzenstein, P. (eds), (2009), European Identity, 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

Corbett, R., Peterson, J. and Kenaly, D., (2018), ‘The EU’s 
Institutions’, In Kenealy, D., Peterson, J., and Corbett, R., The 
European Union: how does it work? Fifth edition, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press), chapter 3. 

Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the European 
Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), chapter 1. 
Hodson, D., (2016), ‘Eurozone Governance: from the Greek Drama of 
2015 to the Five Presidents Report’, Journal of Common Market 
Studies, Annual Review, pp.150-66. 

Laffan, B., (2018), ‘The Member States’, In Kenealy, D., Peterson, J., 
and Corbett, R., The European Union: how does it work? Fourth 
edition, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), chapter 4. 
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Leonard, M. (2005), Why Europe will Run the 21th Century (London: 
Fourth Estate). 
Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.1-76. 

Peterson, J. and Shackleton, M., (2012) The Institutions of the 
European Union, third edition, (Oxford: OUP), chapter 1 and 2. 

Tsebelis, G. (2008), ‘Thinking about the Recent Past and the Future of 
the EU’, Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume, 46, Number 2, 
March, pp.265-92. 
Van Middellar, L., (2016), ‘The Return of Politics – The European 
Union after the Crises in the Eurozone and Ukraine’, Journal of 
Common Market Studies, Volume 54, Issue 3, pp. 495-507. 
 

 
Lecture 2: Postwar: Impulses toward Integration 

 
Required Readings: 
Phinnemore, D., (2022), ‘The European Union: establishment and 
development’, in Cini, M., et al (eds), European Union Politics. (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press), Chapter 2. 
 
Other Readings: 
Davies, N. (2006), Europe: East and West (London: Jonathon Cape), 
chapters 1 and 2. 
Dinan, D. (2014), Origins and Evolution of the European Union (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press), Part 3 and 4. 
Dinan, D. (2004), Europe Recast: A History of the European Union, 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave), Chapters 7 and 8. 
Judt, T., ‘The Reckoning’, in Postwar: A History of Europe Since 1945, 
(London: Heinemann), pp.665-700.  

Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 5 and 6. 
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Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.1-76. 

 
 

Week 2 
Lecture 3 and 4: Reading and Writing about European Integration 

 
Two lectures devoted to developing research skills around European 
Union material and issues. We will focus on how to find appropriate 
source materials (monographs, journal articles, think tank policy 
papers, official EU documents and national documents on European 
integration, as well as opinion and comment on live EU issues in 
newspapers and on the web). These lectures will focus in particular 
on the two assignments for this module, how to identify and employ 
appropriate source materials and how to write about and analyse 
the EU using these materials. 
 
\ 
 
 

Week 3 
 

Lecture 5: European Integration 1952-1987 
 
Required Readings: 
Cini, M., (ed) (2019), European Union Politics, (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press), Chapter 1. 
Phinnemore, D., (2022), ‘The European Union: establishment and 
development’, in Cini, M., et al (eds), (2013), European Union Politics. 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press), Chapter 2 
 
Other Readings: 
Bache, George, Bulmer and Parker, (2015) Politics in the European 
Union, Part Two (History), chapters 5 to 11, pp.83-196. 
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Dehousse, R. and Magnette, P., (2017), The history of EU institutions: 
Six decades of Institutional change’, in Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., 
(eds), (2017) The Institutions of the European Union, fourth edition, 
(Oxford: OUP), Chapter 2. 
Dinan, D., (2004), Europe Recast, (Basingstoke: Palgrave), Chapters 1-
5. 
Dinan, D., (2014), Origins and Evolution of the European Union 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press), Part 3. 
Dinan, D. (2010), Ever Closer Union, fourth edition, (Basingstoke: 
Macmillan), Chapters 1-3. 

Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 6 and 7. 

McCormick, J., (2014) Understanding the European Union, a concise 
introduction, sixth edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan). 
Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.1-76. 
Urwin, D.W., (2013), ‘The European Community: from 1945 to 1985’, 
in Cini, M., et al (eds), European Union Politics. (Oxford: Oxford 
University Press), Chapter. 2.  
 
 
 
 
 
Lecture 6: From the Single European Act to Lisbon and Brexit (1987-

2019) 
 
Required Readings: 
Phinnemore, D., (2022), ‘The European Union: establishment and 
development’, in Cini, M., et al (eds), European Union Politics. (Oxford: 
Oxford University Press), Chapter 2 
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Church, C. and Phinnemore, D. (2022), ‘Carrying the EU Forward: the 
Era of Lisbon’, in Cini, M. et al, Chapter 3. 
 
Other Readings: 
Bache, George, Bulmer and Parker, (2015) Politics in the European 
Union, Part Two (History), chapters 5 to 11, pp.83-196. 
Dinan, D., (2010), Ever Closer Union Fourth edition, (Basingstoke: 
Macmillan), Chapters 4-6. 
Dinan, D (2004), Europe Recast. A History of the European Union. 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave), Chapters 7 and 8. 
Dinan, D. (2014), Origins and Evolution of the European Union 
(Oxford: OUP), Part 4. 
Egan, M. and Guimares, R.H., (2017), ‘The Single Market: trade 
barriers and trade remedies’, Journal of Common Market Studies, 
Volume 55, Issue 2, pp.294-311. 
Finke, D., (2009), ‘Challenges to Intergovernmentalism: An Empirical 
Analysis of EU Treaty Negotiations since Maastricht’, West European 
Politics, Volume 32, Number 3, pp.466-95. 

Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 8, 9 and 10. 

McCormick, J., (2014) Understanding the European Union, a concise 
introduction, sixth edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), 
chapter 3. 
Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.1-76. 
Young, A.R., (2014), ‘The Single Market: from stagnation to renewal’, 
in Wallace, H., Pollack. M, and Young, A.R., (eds), Policy-Making in 
the European Union, seventh edition, (Oxford: OUP), chapter 5. 
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Week 4 

 
Lecture 7: The Council of Ministers 

Required Readings: 
Lewis, J., (2022), ‘The European Council and the Council of the 
European Union’, in Cini, M., et al (eds), European Union Politics 
(Oxford: OUP), chapter 11. 
Hayes-Renshaw, F., (2017), ‘The Council of Ministers: Conflict, 
Consensus and Continuity’, in Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., (eds), The 
Institutions of the European Union, fourth edition, (Oxford: OUP), 
Chapter 4. 
 
Other Readings: 
Bache, George, Bulmer and Parker, (2015), Politics in the European 
Union, chapter 14, pp.249-69. 
Bastasin, C., (2012), Saving Europe: How National Politics Nearly 
Destroyed the Euro, (Washington: Brookings Institution). 
Bolstad, J. and Cross, J.P., (2016), ‘Not all Treaties are created equal: 
the effects of treaty changes on Legislative Efficiency in the EU’, 
Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 54, Issue 4, pp.793-808. 
Bulmer, S., (2012), The Member States of the European Union (New 
European Union Series), third edition, (Oxford: Oxford University 
Press). 
Christiansen, T., (2005), ‘The Council of Ministers: Facilitating 
Interaction and Developing Actorness in the EU’. In Richardson, J.  
(ed) European Union: Power and Policy-making, third edition, 
(London: Routledge). 
Curtin, D., (2009), Executive Power in the European Union: law, 
practice and constitutionalism, (Oxford: OUP). 
Hage, F. (2008) ‘Who Decides in the Council of the European Union? 
Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 46, Number 3, June, 
pp.533-58. 
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Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the European 
Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), chapter 2 
and 3. 

Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 14. 

Lewis, J., (2017), ‘Coreper: national interests and the logic of 
appropriateness’, Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., The Institutions of the 
European Union, Fourth edition, (Oxford: OUP), chapter 14. 
Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.1-76. 
Oliver, P. and Stefanelli, J., (2016), ‘Strengthening the Rule of Law in 
the EU: the Council’s Inaction’, Journal of Common Market Studies, 
Volume 54, Issue 5, pp.1075-1084. 
Miklin, E., (2009), ‘Government Positions on the EU Services 
Directive in the Council: National Interests or individual Ideological 
Preferences’, West European Politics, Volume 32, Number 5, pp. 943-
62. 
 

Lecture 8: The European Council 
 
Required Readings: 
Bache, George and Bulmer, (2015), Politics in the European Union, 
chapter 14, pp.249-69. 
De Schoutheete, P., (2017), ‘The European Council: a formidable 
locus of power’, in Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., (eds), (2017) The 
Institutions of the European Union, fourth edition, (Oxford: OUP), 
Chapter 3. 
 
Other Readings: 
Bickerton, C., Hodson, D. and Puetter, U., (2015), The New 
Intergovernmentalism: States and Supranational Actors in the Post-
Maastricht Era, (Oxford: OUP) 
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Blavoukas, S., Bourantonis, D., and Pagoulatos, G. (2007) ‘A President 
for the European Union: A New Actor in Town? Journal of Common 
Market Studies, Volume 45, Number 2, June, pp.231-52. 
Bulmer, S. and Wessels, W., (eds) (1987), The European Council, 
(Basingstoke: Macmillan). 
Caporaso, J.A., (2018), ‘Europe’s triple crisis and the uneven role of 
institutions: the Euro, refugees and Brexit’, Journal of Common 
Market Studies, Volume 56, Issue 6, pp.1345-1361. 
Crum, B., (2007), ‘Can the EU Presidency make its Mark on Interstate 
Bargains: The Italian and Irish Presidencies of the 2003-04 IGC’, 
Journal of European Public Policy, Volume, 14, Number 8, pp.1208-
1226. 
Elgström, O., (2003), European Union Council Presidencies: A 
Comparative Analysis, (London: Routledge). 
Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the European 
Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), chapter 2 and 
3. 
Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 14. 
Guy Milton et al, (2015) National Leaders and the Making of Europe: 
Key Episodes in the Life of the European Council, (London: John 
Harper) 
Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.183-201. 
Tallberg, J. (2008) ‘Bargaining Power in the European Council’, 
Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 46, Number 3, June, 
pp.685-708. 
Thompson, R. (2008) ‘The Council Presidency in the European Union: 
Responsibility with Power’, Journal of Common Market Studies, 
Volume 46, Number 3, June, pp.593-617. 
Wessels, W., (2016) The European Council, (Basingstoke: Palgrave 
MacMillan). 
 
 



 21 

Week 5 
 

Lecture 9 and 10: The European Commission 
 
Required Readings: 
Egberg, M., ‘The European Commission’, in Cini et al, European Union 
Politics, Chapter 10. 
 
Other Readings: 
Bache, George, Bulmer and Parker, (2015), Politics in the European 
Union, chapter 13, pp.231-48. 
Beach, D., (2005), The Dynamics of European Integration 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan), chapters 1 and 2. 
Camisao, I., and Guimares, R.H, (2017), ‘The Commission, the Crisis 
and the limits of Purposive Opportunism’, Journal of Common 
Market Studies, Volume 55, Issue 2, pp.223-39. 
Christiansen, T., (2005), ‘The European Commission: the European 
Executive between Continuity and Change, In J. Richardson (ed.), 
European Union: Power and Policy-making second edition, (London: 
Routledge). 
Cini, M., (1996), The European Commission, (Manchester: 
Manchester University Press). 
Coombes, D., (1970), Politics and Bureaucracy in the European 
Community, (London: Allen and Unwin). 
Dinan, D., (2016), Governance and Institutions: a more political 
Commission’, Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 54, Annual 
Review, pp.101-16. 
Dinan, D., (2010), ‘Institutions and Governance: a New Treaty, a 
newly elected Parliament and a new Commission’, Journal of 
Common Market Studies, Volume 48, Supplement, September, 
pp.95-118. 
Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the European 
Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), chapter 2 
and 3. 
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Kochenov, D. and Pech, L., (2016), ‘Better late than Never? The 
European Commission’s Rule of Law Framework and its First 
Activation, Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 54, Issue 5, 
pp.1062-1074. 
Hooghe, L. And Rauh, C., (2017), ‘The Commission’s Services: A 
powerful permanent bureaucracy’, in Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., 
The Institutions of the European Union, Fourth edition, (Oxford: 
OUP), chapter 8. 

Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 13. 

Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.129-62. 

Nugent, N. and Rhinard. M., (2016), ‘Is the European Commission 
really in Decline? Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 54, 
Issue 5, pp.1199-1215. 

Nugent, N., (2010), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, seventh edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave), Part three, pp.105-
138. 
Nugent, N., (2000), The European Commission, (Basingstoke: 
Palgrave). 
O’Brennan, J., (2013), ‘The European Commission, Enlargement 
Policy and Civil Society in the Western Balkans’, in Bojicic-Dzelilovic, 
V., Ker-Lindsay, J., and Kostovicova, D., (eds) Civil Society and 
Transitions In the Western Balkans, (Oxford: Routledge).  
Peterson, J., (2017), ‘Juncker’s political European Commission and an 
EU in Crisis’, Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 55, Issue 2, 
pp.349-67. 
Peterson, J. (2017), ‘The College of Commissioners: supranational 
leadership and presidential politics’, in Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., 
The Institutions of the European Union, Fourth edition, (Oxford: 
OUP), chapter 5. 
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Schuette, L.A., (2021), Forging Unity: European Commission 
Leadership in the Brexit Negotiations’, Journal of Common Market 
Studies, Volume 59, Number 5, pp.1142-1159. 
Stevens, A. and Stevens, H., (2001), Brussels Bureaucrats? The 
Administration of the European Union, (Basingstoke: Palgrave). 
Trondal, J. (2007) ‘Is the European Commission a Hothouse for 
Supranationalism: Exploring Actor-Level Supranationalism’, Journal 
of Common Market Studies, Volume 45, Number 5, December, 
pp.1111-1133. 
Van der Veer, R.A., (2022), ‘Walking the tightrope: politicisation and 
the Commission’s Enforcement of the SGP’, Journal of Common 
Market Studies, Volume 60, number 1, pp.81-100.  
Wonka, A., (2007), ‘Technocratic and Independent? The 
Appointment of European Commissioners and its Implications’, 
Journal of European Public Policy, Volume 14, Number 2, pp.169-89. 
 
 

Week 6 
 

Lectures 11 and 12: The European Parliament 
 
Required Readings: 
Burns, C., (2022), ‘The European Parliament’, in Cini, M.,et al  (eds), 
European Union Politics (Oxford: OUP), chapter 12. 
Shackleton, M., (2018), ‘The European Parliament: the power of 
democratic ideas’, in Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., The Institutions of 
the European Union, Fourth edition, (Oxford: OUP), chapter 6. 
 
Other Readings: 
Aldrich, A.S., (2018), ‘National political parties and career paths to 
the European Parliament’, Journal of Common Market Studies, 
Volume 56, Issue 6, pp.1283-1304. 
Bache, George and Bulmer, (2015), Politics in the European Union, 
chapter 15, pp.270-89. 



 24 

Beach, D., (2007), ‘The European Parliament in the 2000 IGC and the 
Constitutional Treaty Negotiations: from Loser to Winner’, Journal of 
European Public Policy, Volume 14, Number 7, pp.1271-1292. 
Corbett, R., Jacobs, F, and Shackelton, M., (2016), The European 
Parliament, ninth edition, (London: John Harper). 
Crespy, A. and Gajweska, K., (2010), ‘New Parliament, New Cleavages 
after the Eastern Enlargement? The Conflict over the Services 
Directive as an opposition between the Liberals and the Regulators’, 
Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 48, Number 5, pp.1185-
1208. 
Farrell, D. and Scully, R., (2010), ‘The European Parliament: one 
parliament, several modes of political representation on the ground’, 
Journal of European Public Policy, Volume 17, Number 1, pp.36-54. 
Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the European 
Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), chapter 6. 

Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 15. 

Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.201-226. 
Piedrafita, S and Lauenroth, A. (eds) (2014) "Between Apathy and 
Anger: Challenges to the Union from the 2014 Elections to the 
European Parliament" EPIN paper no 39, 
http://www.ceps.eu/publications/between-apathy-and-anger-
challenges-union-2014-elections-european-parliament  
Raunio, T. (2017), ‘European parties; a powerful caucus in the 
European Parliament and Beyond’. In Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., 
The Institutions of the European Union, Fourth edition, (Oxford: 
OUP), chapter 15. 
 

Week 7 
 

Lectures 13 and 14: The European Court of Justice 
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Required Readings: 
Cardwell, P.J., (2022), ‘The Court of Justice of the European Union’, in 
Cini, M., (et al.), European Union Politics (Oxford: OUP), chapter 13. 
Nic Shuibhne, N., (2017), ‘The Court of Justice: European Integration 
and judicial institutions’, in Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., The 
Institutions of the European Union, Fourth edition, (Oxford: OUP), 
chapter 7. 
 
Other Readings: 

Ashiagbor, D., Countouris, N. and Lianios, I., (eds) (2012) The 
European Union after the Treaty of Lisbon (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press). 

Bache, George and Bulmer, (2015), Politics in the European Union, 
chapter 16, pp.290-307. 
Chalmers, Damian, Gareth Davies and Giorgio Monti. (2010). 
European Union Law. Cambridge, UK: Cambridge University Press. 
Craig, P. and de Búrca, G., (2015), European Community Law: Text, 
Cases and Materials, sixth edition, (Oxford: OUP).  
Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the European 
Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), chapter 4. 

Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 16. 

Mayoral, J., (2017), ‘In the CJEU Judges Trust: a new approach in the 
Judicial Construction of Europe’, Journal of Common Market Studies, 
Volume 55, Issue 3, May, pp.551-68. 

McCown, M., (2005), ‘Judicial Law-Making and European Integration: 
The European Court of Justice’. In J. Richardson (ed) European Union: 
Power and Policy-Making (3rd ed), (London: Routledge). 
Nic Shuibhne, N., (2012), ‘The Court of Justice of the European 
Union’, in in Peterson, J. and Shackleton, M., The Institutions of the 
European Union, third edition, (Oxford: OUP), chapter 7. 
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Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.227-46. 
Peterson, J. and Shackleton, M., (2012), The Institutions of the 
European Union, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), chapter 7. 
Scholten, M., (2017), ‘Mind the Trend! Enforcement of EU Law has 
been moving to Brussels’, Journal of European Public Policy, Volume 
24, Issue 9, pp.1348-66. 
Shaw, J., (2000), Law of the European Union Third edition, 
(Basingstoke: Macmillan). 
Schutze, R., (2015), European Union Law, (Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press).  
Slepscevic, R., (2009), ‘The Judicial Enforcement of EU Law through 
National Courts: possibilities and limits’, Journal of European Public 
Policy, Volume 16, Number 3, pp.378-394. 
Stone Sweet, A., (2010), ‘European Court of Justice and the 
judicialization of EU governance’, Living Reviews in European 
Governance, Vol. 5, No. 2 :http://www.livingreviews.org/lreg-2010-2  
Wasserfallen, F., (2010), The Judiciary as Legislator? How the 
European Court of Justice shapes Policy-making in the European 
Union’, Journal of European Public Policy, Volume 17, Number 8, 
December, pp.1128-46. 
 
 

Week 8 
 

Lectures 15 and 16: The European Central Bank 
 
 
Hodson, D., (2017), ‘The European Central Bank: new powers and 
new institutional theories’, in Hodson, D. and Peterson, J., The 
Institutions of the European Union, Fourth edition, (Oxford: OUP), 
chapter 9. 
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Hodson, D. and Puetter, U., (2022), ‘The Euro Crisis and European 
Integration’, in Cini, M., (et al.), European Union Politics (Oxford: 
OUP), Chapter 25. 
 
Other readings: 
Bache, George, Bulmer and Parker, (2015), ‘Economic and Monetary 
Union’, Politics in the European Union, chapter 21, pp.385-404. 
Buiter, W. and Rahbari, E., (2012), ‘The European Central Bank as 
Lender of Last Resort for Sovereigns in the Eurozone’, Journal of 
Common Market Studies, Volume 50, section s2, September 
Supplement, pp.6-35. 
Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the European 
Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), chapter 10. 
Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) ‘Economic and Monetary Union’, 
The Politics of the European Union, second edition, (Cambridge: 
Cambridge University Press), chapter 21. 
Micossi, S., (2015) ‘The Monetary Policy of the European Central 
Bank 2002-15, CEPS paper No. 109, May, Brussels: Centre for 
European Policy Studies, 
http://www.ceps.eu/system/files/SR%20109%20SM%20Monetary%
20Policy%20of%20the%20ECB_0.pdf  

Mody, A., (2018), Euro Tragedy: A Drama in Nine Acts, (Oxford: OUP). 

Nugent, N., (2017), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, eighth edition, (Basingstoke; Palgrave), part one, pp.257-61. 
Tooze, A., (2018) Crashed: How a Decade of Financial Crises Changed 
the World, (London: Allen Lane) 

 
Week 9 

 
Lecture 17: The Expansionary Impulse: Enlargement 

 
Required Readings: 
O’ Brennan, J. (2018), ‘EU Enlargement to the Western Balkans: to 
2025 and Beyond’, Irish Institute for European and International 
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Affairs, https://www.iiea.com/publication/iiea-publication-eu-
enlargement-to-the-western-balkans-towards-2025-beyond/  
Perez-Solorozaro Borragan, N. and Juncos, A.E., (2022), 
‘Enlargement’ in Cini, M.et al (eds.) European Union Politics Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, chapter 18. 
 
Other Readings: 
Anderson, J.J., (2006), ‘The European Union, the Soviet Union, and 
the End of the Cold War, in Dinan, D., (Ed.), The Origins and Evolution 
of the European Union, (Oxford: OUP), pp.253-269. 
Bache, George, Bulmer and Parker, (2015), Politics in the European 
Union, chapter 27, pp.514-36. 
Henderson, K. (2008) The European Union’s New Democracies 
(Abingdon, Routledge). 

Leliveldt, H. and Princen, S., (2015) The Politics of the European 
Union, second edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), 
chapter 27. 

Manners, I (2002), ‘Normative Power Europe: A Contradiction in 
Terms?’ Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 40, Number 2, 
pp.235-58.  
Nugent, N., (2010), The Government and Politics of the European 
Union, seventh edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave), Part one, pp.33-50. 
Nugent, N., (2004), European Union Enlargement Basingstoke: 
Palgrave, Chapters 1 and 3. 
O’Brennan, J., (2018), ‘The European Union and the Western 
Balkans: enlargement or further drift’, IACES Blog, 13 June 2018, 
https://www.iaces.ie/blog/the-european-union-and-the-western-
balkans-enlargement-or-further-drift  
O’Brennan, J. and Toomey, M., (2018) ‘The rise of populism on the 
Danube and Vistula’, RTE Brainstorm, 19 May 2018, 
https://www.rte.ie/eile/brainstorm/2018/0518/964381-the-rise-of-
populism-on-the-danube-and-vistula/  
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O’ Brennan, J., (2014). ‘On the ‘slow train to nowhere? The European 
Union, ‘enlargement fatigue and the Western Balkans’, European 
Foreign Affairs Review, Volume 19, Issue 2, pp.221-41. 
O’ Brennan, J., (2013), ‘The European Commission, Enlargement 
Policy and Civil Society in the Western Balkans’, in Bojicic-Dzelilovic, 
V., Ker-Lindsay, J., and Kostovicova, D., (eds) Civil Society and 
Transitions In the Western Balkans, (Oxford: Routledge).  
O’ Brennan, J., (2008). ‘The EU in the western Balkans: Statebuilding 
as Empire? A Rejoinder to Professor David Chandler’, Global Society, 
Volume 22, Number 4, October, pp.507-18. 
O’ Brennan, J. (2008), ‘Kosovo: the Hour of Europe’, Open 
Democracy, 14 January 2008, 
http://www.opendemocracy.net/article/conflicts/kosovo_hour_of_e
urope  
O’Brennan, J., (2006), The Eastern Enlargement of the European 
Union, (Abingdon: Routledge). 
O’Brennan, J., (2006), ‘Bringing Geopolitics back in: Exploring the 
Security Dimension of the 2004 Eastern Enlargement of the European 
Union’, Cambridge Review of International Affairs, Volume 19, I, 
March, pp.155-169. 
O’ Brennan, J. and Raunio, T. (eds) (2007), National Parliaments within 
the Enlarged European Union: from ‘Victims’ of Integration to 
Competitive Actors? (Abingdon, Routledge). 
Perspectives on European Politics and Society, (2009), ‘The European 
Union’s 2007 Enlargement’, Special Issue, Volume 10, Issue 2, June (a 
range of articles). 
Schimmelfennig, F., (2008), ‘EU Political Accession Conditionality 
after the 2004 Enlargement: consistency and effectiveness’, Journal 
of European Public Policy, Volume 15, Number 6, pp.918-937. 
Schimmelfenig, F (2005), ‘The Process of Enlargement: Problems, 
Interests and Norms’, in J. Richardson (ed) European Union: Power 
and Policy-making (3rd ed) (London: Routledge). 

Sedelmeir, U. and Avery, G., (2018), ‘EU Enlargement and Wider 
Europe’, The European Union: how does it work? Fifth edition, 
(Oxford: Oxford University Press), chapter 8. 
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Tocci, N. and Aydin-Duzgit, S., (2015) Turkey and the European Union 
(Basingstoke: Palgrave) 
 
 

Lecture 18: Enlargement and the European Neighbourhood 
 
Required Readings: 
Perez-Solorozaro Borragan, N. and Juncos, A.E., (2022), 
‘Enlargement’ in Cini, M.et al  (eds.) European Union Politics Oxford: 
Oxford University Press, chapter 18. 
 
 
Other Readings: 
Hien, J and Wolkenstein, F. (2021), Where does Europe End? 
Christian Democracy and the Expansion of Europe’, Journal of 
Common Market Studies, Volume 59, Number 6, pp.1123-1139. 
Hillion, C. and Mayhew, A., (2009), ‘The Eastern Partnership – 
Something New or Window Dressing? SEI Working Paper No 109, 
Brighton: Sussex European Institute, 
http://www.sussex.ac.uk/sei/documents/wp_109.pdf  
Konstanyn, H., (2015) ‘The Eastern Partnership after Riga: review and 
reconfirm’, Brussels: European Council on Foreign Relations, 
http://www.ceps.eu/publications/eastern-partnership-after-riga-
review-and-reconfirm  
Leonard, M. and Krastev, I. (2014) ‘The New European Disorder’, 
Essay 117, November, Brussels: European Council on Foreign 
Relations, 
http://www.ecfr.eu/publications/summary/the_new_european_diso
rder322  
Papadimitrou, D. and Petrov, P., (2012), ‘Whose Rule, Whose Law? 
Contested Statehood, External Leverage and the European Union's 
Rule of Law Mission in Kosovo’, Journal of Common Market Studies, 
Volume 50, Number 5, pp.746-63. 
Sakwa, R., (2014) Frontline Ukraine: Crisis in the Borderlands 
(London: I.B. Tauris). 
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Smith, K.E., (2005), ‘The outsiders: the European Neighbourhood 
policy’, International Affairs 81 (4), 757–773. 
Wilson, A., (2014) Ukraine Crisis: what it means for the West (New 
Haven: Yale University Press) 
 
 

Week 10 
 

Lectures 19 and 20: The ‘Democratic Deficit’ 
 
Required Readings: 

Corbett, R., (2018), ‘Democracy in the European Union’, in Kenealy, 
D., Peterson, J., and Corbett, R., The European Union: how does it 
work? Fifth edition, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), chapter 8. 

Smismans, S. (2022), ‘Democracy and Legitimacy in the EU’, In Cini, M. 
et al (ed) European Union Politics, (Oxford: Oxford University Press), 
chapter 9. 
 
Other Readings: 
Beetham, D. and Lord, C., (1998), Legitimacy and the European Union, 
(London: Longman). 
Bellamy, R., (2010), ‘Democracy without Democracy? Can the EU’s 
democratic outputs be separated from the democratic ‘inputs’ 
provided by competitive parties and majority rule? Journal of 
European Public Policy, Volume 17, Number 1, pp.2-19. 
Cheneval, F., and Ferrin, M/, (2018), ‘Referendums in the European 
Union: defective at birth? Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 
56, Issue 4, pp.1178-1194. 
Ehin, P. (2008) ‘Competing Models of EU Legacy: the Test of Popular 
Expectations’, Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 46, 
Number 3, June, pp.619-40. 
Eriksen, E.O. and Fossum, J, (2011), Rethinking Democracy and the 
European Union (Routledge Studies on Democratising Europe, 
(London: Routledge). 
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Featherstone, K., (2016), ‘Conditionality, Democracy and Institutional 
Weakness: the Euro-crisis trilemma’, Journal of Common Market 
Studies, Volume 54, Annual Review, pp.48=64. 
Follesdal, A. and Hix, S., (2006), ‘Why there is a Democratic Deficit in 
the EU: A Response to Majone and Moravcsik’, Journal of Common 
Market Studies, Volume 44, Number 3, pp.533-62. 
Glencross, A.R., (2010), ‘A Post-National EU? The Problem of 
Legitimising the EU without the Nation and National Representation’, 
Political Studies,  
Hix, S. and Hoyland, B., (2011), The Political System of the European 
Union, third edition, (Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan), chapter5 and 
6. 
Hix, S. (2008) What’s Wrong with the European Union and how to Fix 
it? (Oxford: Polity). 
Hoskyns, C. and Newman, M. (eds), (2000), Democratizing the 
European Union: Issues for the 21st Century. (Manchester: Manchester 
University Press). 
Lord, C. (2007) ‘Contested Meanings, Democracy Assessment and the 
European Union’, Comparative European Politics, Volume 5, Number 
1, pp.70-86. 
Lord, C. (1998), Democracy in the European Union. (Sheffield: Sheffield 
Academic Press).  
Majone, Giandomenico. (1998). “Europe’s “Democratic Deficit‟: The 
Question of Standards,” European Law Journal, Vol. 4, No. 1, 5-28. 
Moravcsik, A. (2002), ‘In Defence of the "Democratic Deficit": 
Reassessing Legitimacy in the European Union’, Journal of Common 
Market Studies, Volume 40, Number 4, pp.603-24.  
Neyer, J., (2010), ‘Justice, not Democracy: Legitimacy in the European 
Union’, Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 48, Number 4, 
pp.903-21. 
Noutcheva, G., (2016), ‘Societal Empowerment and Europeanization: 
Revisiting the EU’s impact on Democratization’, Journal of Common 
Market Studies, Volume 54, Issue 3, pp.691-708. 
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Week 11 
 

Lectures 21 and 22: Rule of Law issues within the EU 
 
Required Reading: 
Keleman, R.D., (2020), ‘The European Union’s Authoritarian 
Equilibrium’, Journal of European Public Policy’, Volume 27, Issue 
3pp.481-99. 
 
Other reading: 
Cianetti, L., Dawson, J., & Hanley, S. (2018). Rethinking “democratic 
backsliding” in central and Eastern Europe – looking beyond Hungary 
and Poland. East European Politics, 34 (3), 243–256. 
Closa, C. (2019). The politics of guarding the Treaties: Commission 
scrutiny of rule of law compliance. Journal of European Public 
Policy, 26 (5), 696–716 
Freedom House. (2019). Freedom in the World 2019. Retrieved 
from https://freedomhouse.org/sites/default/files/Feb2019_FH_FIT
W_2019_Report_ForWeb-compressed.pdf  
Gebrekidan, S , Apuzzo, M. , & Novak, B. (2019, November 3). The 
money farmers. New York Times. Retrieved 
from https://www.nytimes.com/2019/11/03/world/europe/eu-
farm-subsidy-hungary.html 
Kelemen, R. D. (2017). Europe’s other democratic deficit: National 
authoritarianism in Europe’s democratic union. Government and 
Opposition, 52 (2), 211–238 
Krekó, P., & Enyedi, Z. (2018). Orbán’s laboratory of 
illiberalism. Journal of Democracy, 29(3), 39–51 
Levitsky, S., & Way, L. (2010). Competitive 
authoritarianism. Cambridge Cambridge University Press. 
Meijers, M., & van der Veer, H. (2019). MEP responses to democratic 
backsliding in Hungary and Poland. An analysis of agenda-setting and 
voting behaviour. JCMS: Journal of Common Market 
Studies 57 (4), 838–856 



 34 

Pech, L. , & Scheppele, K. L. (2017). Illiberalism within: Rule of law 
backsliding in the EU. Cambridge Yearbook of European Legal 
Studies, 19, 3–47. 
Sadurski, W. (2019). Poland’s constitutional 
breakdown. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
 

Week 12 
 

Lecture 19 and 20: Ireland and the European Union 
 
Required Readings: 
O’Brennan, J. (2021) ‘Ireland and European Governance’, in Farrell, 
D. and Hardiman, N. (eds), The Oxford Handbook of Irish Politics, 
Oxford: Oxford University Press, Chapter 9. 
 
Other Readings: 
Adshead, M (2005), ‘Europeanization and changing patterns of 
governance in Ireland’ Public Administration volume 83 (1) 
Brennan, P., (2008), Behind Closed Doors: The EU Negotiations that 
Shaped Modern Ireland, Dublin: Blackhall Press. 
European Commission Representation in Ireland, www.euireland.ie/ 
Coakley, J., (2005), ‘Irish Public Opinion and the New Europe’, in 
Holmes, M. (Ed.) Ireland and the European Union: Nice, Enlargement 
and the Future of Europe, (Manchester: Manchester University 
Press), pp.94-113.  
Connolly, T., (2018), Brexit and Ireland, second edition, (Dublin and 
London: Penguin). 
Gilland, K., (2002), ‘Ireland's (first) Referendum on the Treaty of Nice’, 
Journal of Common Market Studies, Volume 40, Number 3. 
K. Hayward, ‘If at First you don’t Succeed….’: the Second Referendum 
on the Treaty of Nice, 2002’, Irish Political Studies, 18 (1), pp.120-32. 
M. Holmes, (2005), ‘Opposition to European Integration in Ireland’, 
in M. Holmes (Ed.), Ireland and the European Union Post-Nice, 
Manchester, Manchester University Press. 
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Holmes, M. (Ed.), (2005), Ireland and the European Union: Nice, 
Enlargement and the Future of Europe, Manchester: Manchester 
University Press. 
Keatinge, P. (ed.), (1992), Maastricht and Ireland, (Dublin: Institute for 
European Affairs). 
Laffan, B., (2004), ‘The European Union and Ireland’, in Collins, N. 
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