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Second Year Politics Module Summaries 2022-23 

PO202 Active Citizenship Placement – Dr. Barry Cannon 

“Active citizenship” as an element of the politics course is a practical as well as a theoretical 

issue. This module offers students a key learning opportunity to learn and practice the skills 

of active citizenship in a real-life environment, as well as a chance to develop their future 

career. In this module, students engage in a practice placement organized either by 

themselves or by the placement coordinator. This entails part-time work in the political 

world, typically in the field of “active citizenship” (e.g. in an NGO, a community group, the 

local branch of a political party, a newsletter, a grassroots campaign, or other group or 

organization as agreed with the placement coordinator). This placement is supported by a 

regular workshop and the maintenance of a learning journal. 

PO203 Introduction to International Relations – Prof. John O’ Brennan 

This module introduces students to the main theoretical approaches to and contemporary 

issues in the study of International Relations (IR). Focusing on the relationships between 

individual states, between states and international organizations, and between states and 

non-state actors, the state is the central to the study of IR. The course uses the competing 

understandings of the state in the discipline to explore international politics. The module 

begins by outlining the key theoretical frameworks which inform IR debates. These include 

Realism, Liberal Internationalism, Marxism and Social Constructivism. Building on these 

conceptual foundations the module then introduces the key debates within the world of 

contemporary international politics, including Francis Fukuyama’s The End of History, 

Samuel Huntington’s Clash of Civilisations, the relationship between Islam and the West and 

the US “war on terror”, the volatility associated with Donald Trump’s Presidency, and the 

nature and significance of global economic structures. The mixture of theoretical and 

empirical analysis will allow students to develop ideas about the international political 

system, what it is made up of, how states interact with each other and with wider structural 

forces. Particular attention will be paid to the intellectual history of the discipline and to 

contemporary IR theory. 

PO205 Democracy and Citizenship – Dr. Barry Cannon  

Democracy is often exclusively associated with elections, political parties and parliaments 

and associated bodies – that is the formal or institutional aspects of democracy. However, 

democracy can also be viewed from a substantive perspective, that is how the citizen 

experiences the democracy in which she or he lives. In this case, democracy can be 

examined and evaluated from the perspective of the content and experience of citizenship. 

This course aims to examine democracy from this perspective by, first, interrogating the 

concepts of democracy and citizenship and the relationship between the two; second, 
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reviewing contending conceptions of citizenship and their democratic contexts – including 

liberal, republican, communitarian, and social democratic theories; and, finally, 

problematising these and whether they can be realised in a globalising, multicultural and 

unequal world.  

PO223 Introduction to Research Methods – Dr. Áine McAdam 

This module is designed for students of Politics and Criminology. Political research may be 

conducted on governments, public policies, political processes, civil society sector and 

political behaviour. Criminological research may be conducted on government responses to 

crime, public policies, politicisation of crime, the criminal justice system, and criminal 

behaviour. Both types of research are grounded in either political theory or criminological 

theory; both seek to influence social policy and both inform our understanding of the 

practice of politics and criminal justice practice. 

 

The module introduces students to the main research methods used by both political 

scientists and criminologists. Lectures will give students an understanding of different 

research philosophies that underpin research design. We discuss the merits of various 

research methods such as interviewing, survey analysis, polling, focus groups and 

observation. We will also be sensitive to issues of power and ethical considerations as we 

explore the use and abuse of research data to further political agendas of lobbyists, 

politicians and a range of non-governmental actors and organisations.  The module is 

delivered through 16 core lectures, and 8 small group tutorials. In the Tutorial groups you 

will get hands-on experience of researching in your own primary discipline (Politics or 

Criminology). 

PO304 State and Society – Prof. Sean Ó Riain  

From the rules of the road to global struggles over populism and war, the state (and the 

political system more broadly) shapes our lives every day. However, the state is also a focus 

of social struggle and is shaped by social patterns and changes. The first half of the module 

investigates the relationship between state and society, including how it has changed over 

time, from the growth of city and nation states to the globalisation of politics. We examine 

the nature of power in decision-making, the various forms of democratic capitalism, the 

ways that state organisations are gendered and racialised and the ability of popular politics 

and social movements to shape the state. The second half of the module focuses on one of 

the key issues of our time – the rise of Far Right movements and leaders across the world. 

We compare this trend to the Fascism of the 1930s, combining classic analyses of that era 

with studies of contemporary neo-Fascist and other Far Right movements and leaders. We 

analyse how the Far Right relates to free market capitalism; class, race and gender; and the 

dynamics of popular totalitarian movements. 

PO305 Politics of the European Union   - Professor John O’Brennan 
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This course builds on the introduction to political institutions in first year to explore the 

complex of institutions described as the European Union. The course is divided into three 

parts. The first part sets the scene for the study of the EU. It introduces students to the 

evolution of European governance, exploring the rationale for European integration, the 

EU's treaty base and exploring the current crises facing the EU. The second part gives an 

outline of the composition and operations of the various EU bodies (the Commission, the 

Councils, the Parliament, the Courts, the ECB). Where is power located in the EU? How are 

policies made? How do the various EU bodies interact? In the final part we deploy our 

knowledge to current challenges to EU governance and key political conflicts, including the 

migrant crisis and Brexit. By the end of the course students will possess a critical 

understanding of the EU institutions and their role in the integration process; appreciated 

the salient issues facing the EU today; and have enhanced their skills in communicating 

clearly, effectively and appropriately both orally and in writing.   

SO208 Media and Society – Mr. Mick Donoghue 

The evolution of the mass media (both old and new) and issues of ownership and control, 

production process and media content, and media audiences. The current restructuring of 

the media and culture industries in Ireland, and across the European Union. The outlook for 

public service broadcasting and  the potential of the mass media to act as an instrument of 

cultural integration  

SO212 Community and Class, Prof. Jane Gray  

An examination of the relationship between social class and community, with special 

emphasis on particular topics e.g. working class communities. 

SO214 Northern Irish Society, Prof. Colin Coulter 

This course introduces the ways in which contemporary Northern Irish society is organised, 

experienced and represented. The major social and political divisions within Northern Irish 

society are analysed 

SO221 Marx and Engels on Ireland - Dr. Eamonn Slater 

With regard to sociology as a discipline, Marx was the only one of the ‘founding fathers’ to 

discuss Ireland in any detail. It is quite remarkable how this fact has been ignored by Irish 

sociologists and sociologists in general, and especially those involved in the area of 

development. I want to attempt to correct this oversight by highlighting Marx’s complex 

understanding of the Ireland’s development as a society and economy over time. I want to 

propose that Marx constructed a consistent theoretical framework, which deals not only 

with colonialism but also ecology, nationalism, race and ethnicity and a dependent 

economy. The conceptual work was developed by Marx and Engels applying their dialectical 

analysis framework to colonial Ireland and thereby creating not only an innovative analysis 
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of the Irish land question in the nineteenth century but also more significantly providing a 

Marxist theory of colonialism and development. This colonial framework has potential to 

become a new paradigm in not only development studies but also in understanding how a 

society evolves over time as it moves through phases of its development. In short, Marx and 

Engels appear in the Irish investigations to move beyond the problematic of the economic 

(mode of production analysis as in Capital) to a society as their unit of analysis. To 

paraphrase Anderson, Marx has moved his dialectical framework to the ‘margins’, - to a 

colonised social formation and a new unit of analysis, - a society which has a specific 

‘organic totality’ beyond Capitalism. 

SO341 Social Movements – Dr. Laurence Cox 

This module introduces the study of social movements: how people act together in order to 

change local situations, broader social relationships or the whole of society; and how they 

act together in order to prevent change and maintain the existing order. The empirical 

examples explored in this module aim to familiarise you both with some important aspects 

of social movements in Ireland and to encourage you to think in a wider perspective. 

Students should complete the module with a sense of at least some of the different forms 

that popular action takes, some of the concepts and theories that can be used to 

understand it and some of the methods that can be used to research it. 

SO352 Sociology of Gender, Dr. Pauline Cullen 

This module will critically examine how gender is constructed at the level of society as well 

as how we engage in the re-creation of gender in our everyday lives. Gender will be 

explored as an institution and a system as well as how it influences individuals. We will 

consider sociological approaches to studying gender, including gender as an identity, a 

performance, and a structuring feature of discourses and institutions; how gender is 

expressed through configurations of femininity and masculinity, embedded in power 

relations, and co-constructed and in relation to its intersection with other social locations 

such as race, ethnicity class, sexuality, age, ability and citizenship. Topics will include gender 

beliefs and practices; socialization practices that reproduce gender identities and the 

relationship between gender, power, and social inequality. 

 


