
Third Year Politics Module Summaries 2022-23 

 
PO312 Gender and Politics Dr. Pauline Cullen 

This module explores the relationship between gender and politics from a social scientific 
perspective. Issues examined include women’s access to formal and informal forms of 
power in political parties , women as voters, candidates in political elections and women 
as leaders.  Module content will include analysis of gender as a social construct, political 
organisations and institutions as gendered, societal constructions and understandings of 
women’s interests, populism and gender politics, media representation of women 
politicians and the relationship between having women in political power and policy 
making outcomes. 

PO 313 Power in the Americas – Dr. Barry Cannon:  
The main aim of this course it to argue that political instability in Latin America is essentially 
caused by inequality of power between elites and masses, favouring the former, and that 
this imbalance must be righted if democracy in the region is to be reinvigorated. Using Latin 
America as a test case, and Michael Mann’s theory on power as the course framework, we 
identify inequalities of power in the areas of ideology, the economy, the military, politics 
(IEMP) and transnationally to show how these can cause social instability and crisis. In this 
way, the module aims to provide a panoramic overview of Latin American power structures 
and draw essential learnings for established democracies on how to renew and reinvigorate 
democracy. 
 

PO315 Irish Politics and Society: Nessa Ni Chasaide  

This module focuses on the issues facing contemporary Ireland and seeks to enable students 
apply their theoretical knowledge to important political questions and policy problems 
facing Irish politics and society. By using fundamental conceptual and analytical tools 
developed in the discipline in order to consider such questions, the module seeks to enable 
students to critically analyse the major political questions in contemporary Irish society and 
beyond. Issues of social, economic and environmental justice, with an ongoing emphasis on 
equality, are integrated into the overall approach of the module.  

 

PO314 Policies and Policy-Making in the European Union – Prof. John O’ Brennan  

This module introduces students to the main policy areas and contentious issues which 
shape and define the politics of European Integration in the contemporary era. The 
European Union is a unique actor in international politics and constitutes the key reference 
point for public policy in its member states. The modules introduces and analyses the 
significance of key EU policy areas such as agriculture, competition and environment policy 
and how such policies are formulated and implemented. It also evaluates EU Enlargement 
and Neighbourhood policies and the priorities attached to the Lisbon Agenda and Horizon 
2020. It examines the EU budgetary process and how it shapes regional and national politics. 
It assesses the development of European Monetary Union (EMU) and the challenges faced 
by the EU in the face of continuing turmoil within the Eurozone and the threats to its very 



survival. Students also engage with the key modalities of the policy-making process within 
the EU, how this system has evolved over time, and, in particular at changes which have 
been wrought by management of successive crises within the Euro-zone. This module will 
complement and logically follow on (sequentially) from our existing module on EU 
institutions (The Politics of the European Union, PO305) and provide students with a more 
nuanced and balanced sense of how the EU functions as a political system. 

SO211 Urban Sociology, Changing Cityscapes - Dr. Mary Benson 

This module develops a critical sociological analysis of the urban form. It examines 
understandings of the cityscape, changing cityscapes and the processes impacting on the 
spatial and social life of the contemporary cityscape. We will explore a number of topics 
including the post-industrial cityscape, gentrification, the creative city, place branding, 
‘housing and the right to the city’ and greening the city. In addition, the module explores 
contemporary spaces in the city including creative spaces, urban allotment gardens, public 
space, alternative spaces, and pop-up spaces. A range of case studies and visual material 
from Ireland and internationally will be used to illustrate contemporary processes and the 
implications of these processes within the urban environment. 

SO303A4 Researching a Politics for our Time: Challenges and Possibilities - Nessa Ní 
Chasaide 
 
During the first half of the last century, politics appeared to respond to major historic 
ruptures, such as the Great Depression or World War II. Yet political responses to public 
crises of the 21st century have, so far, not resulted in a fundamental re-configuration of 
social power. This special topic will enable students to devise research which supports the 
study of contemporary political challenges, such as the rise of the far right, climate change, 
the influence of mega-corporations, or gender and racial injustice. Major recent and 
ongoing public controversies - whether the global financial crisis, climate change, or racial 
and gendered oppression - all call for a politics of action that supports fundamental 
changes. Significant social movements have amplified this urgent need, reflecting strategies 
and tactics formulated by a new political generation. Yet, despite such activism, common 
identification of the challenges and solutions to major social and political problems has 
proven elusive. This is at least partially due to less ideological certainty from traditional 
political actors, as they struggle to respond to a new complexity around the boundaries of 
our individual lives, the roles of states, and corporate interests. Public democratic practice is 
further weakened by powerful populist discourse, or by deference to, or mistrust of, elite 
expertise in the face of such complexity. This special topic will also include consideration of 
methodological approaches to exploring, in practical terms, what a ‘politics for our times’ 
might look like and be advanced.  
 

SO315 The Political Economy of Global Capitalism, Prof. Colin Coulter 

Soaring prices, energy crises, strike waves, and invasions of smaller nations by global 
superpowers…the parallels between the 1970s and the present moment just keep on 
accumulating. In this course, we examine what has happened over that span of half a 
century, examining how global capitalism shed its skin to survive the crises of the 1970s but 
did so in ways that led inexorably to the crises we find ourselves living through today. We 



will consider the transformations that have occurred in global production, trade and finance 
and explore the ideologies and cultural changes that have been both symptom and cause of 
the reconfiguration of the world economy. A central force in that global system is the 
‘military industrial complex’ and we consider the role of the arms companies in the world 
today, focusing on in the US-led invasion of Iraq and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. While 
the perspective of the course is a global one, in the concluding lectures we bring things 
closer to home by looking at how the Irish experience over the last three decades narrates 
better than perhaps any other the circuit of boom and bust that remains central to the logic 
of capital. Taken together, it is hoped that these classes will give you a comprehensive and 
critical introduction to the political economy of contemporary capitalism. 

SO319 Revolutions – Dr. Laurence Cox  

Revolutions are situations where society transforms the state: when (usually) large numbers 
of people take action together in a (sometimes) successful action to change the nature of 
the state or (sometimes) do away with the state altogether. Revolutionary situations 
(whether or not they led to state-level change) have been a regular feature of European 
history over the last 250 years, and of global history over the last 80 years or so. The vast 
majority of contemporary states owe their origin to revolutions, and revolutions continue to 
change states around the world. As a way into thinking about revolutions, the module will 
focus on the revolutionary wave of 1968 around the world (including Black Power in the 
States, the start of the Troubles in Northern Ireland, the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia 
and the general strike of May 1968 in France). This experience will be used to introduce key 
ideas in thinking about revolutions, such as what makes a revolutionary situation, the role of 
the state, popular mobilisation and radicalisation, success and failure in revolutions and the 
role of revolutionary organising. The overarching question this year is “Is revolution possible 
in the 21st century?” 

SO320A Race & Ethnicity in Comparative  Perspective, Dr. Rebecca King O’Riain 

This course is a comparative inquiry into the bases and mechanisms of racial and ethnic 
thinking, which have been used as the criteria to create social inequality. There are four 
sections to this course. First, we look at the epistemological ways that people have come to 
understand the concepts of race and ethnicity and try to glean why these understandings 
are often confusing and contradictory. Drawing heavily on Critical Race Theory, we will 
discuss the confusion between folk and analytic notions of race and review the fundamental 
ways of thinking about race and ethnicity through the case studies of beauty, race, and 
attraction/romantic love. Second, drawing on Racial Formation Theory, we will analyze not 
just individual or interpersonal interactions around race/ethnicity but also the ways in which 
race has been embedded, challenged and changed in the state as a form of classification to 
divide, rank and order human beings. Thirdly, we will see how the concepts of race and 
ethnicity have been used as forms of domination (i.e. segregation, discrimination, 
ghettoization) to better understand how we may undo racism in order to create social 
justice. Finally, in order to understand the uniqueness of the Irish case, we will use 
internationally comparative cases (South Africa, US, Nicaragua, and Japan) to understand 
how Irish forms of racialization are different from others 

SO324 Threats, Risks, Conflicts & Human Security – Prof. Honor Fagan:  



In the ‘new world order’ traditional threats - such as nuclear annihilation - fade while new 
threats - such as ‘global warming’ - gain currency. The focus on military threats emanating 
from other states is being contested – despite criticisms from the realists – by a far broader 
interpretation of security as any factor that conspired against human or individual security. 
The new conceptualising of security entailed in the term human security– albeit contested 
by the realist school and the dominant states – is both based on, and leads to, a new 
understanding of world politics. Human security, its focus on protecting people from threat, 
risk and negative impact of conflict in the context of globalisation processes, is the main 
subject of this course. Students will be presented with some social, cultural, economic, and 
political aspects or facets of contemporary globalisation and in this context security issues 
will be critically examined from a human security perspective, in its broader and deeper 
sense. In this way, students will be introduced to the re-conceptualisation of the 
globalisation debates and the re-visioning of what security means in the 21st Century. The 
areas of intersection between global human security and development, environment, health, 
war, migration, and gender policy feature specifically on this course. 

SO343 Screening Social Change: capitalism, cinema and television, Prof. Colin Coulter 

In this course, we will consider the ways in which the evolution of capitalism has been 
captured, contested, and affirmed on both the big and the small screen. In particular, we will 
examine how cinema and television have reflected and refracted the period between the 
economic and political chaos of the 1970s and the remarkably similar crises that are 
unfolding as we speak. The course will centre on a series of connected themes, including: 
conspiracy (who is running the show and should we really ‘trust no one’?), subjectivity (if 
there have never been more opportunities to be different, why does everything feel the 
same?), technology (are we watching this because it’s happening, or is this happening 
because we’re watching it?), poverty/prosperity (if the media exist to make money, why is it 
depicted so often as the root of all evil?), and teleology (is it really easier to imagine the end 
of the world than the end of capitalism?). Delivered in an interactive fashion, these classes 
are intended to provide a critical introduction to these two cultural forms ranging from the 
classic conspiracy movies of the 1970s to the ‘golden age of television’ we are told we are 
living through right now. 

GY347 Electoral Geography- Dr. Adrian Kavanagh  

This module introduces students to the key themes and debates in electoral geography and 
the recent literature in this field. It will offer a cogent argument as to why geography and 
geographical concepts (such as space and place) matter when it comes to explaining political 
behaviour and in particular electoral behaviour. This module will draw on examples from the 
Irish and the international context. Key themes to be covered during this module include: 

• Electoral systems and how these are expressed in terms of geographical patterns of 
support both for "major" political parties and for "minor" parties and the levels of 
proportionality/disproportionality associated with different political systems; 

• How political parties "use geography" to organise themselves and to maximise their 
representation levels based on current/expected levels of support; 



• The shaping of electoral boundaries and how these may impact on the ability of political 
parties to translate given support levels into parliamentary seat numbers/representation 
levels, with specific reference to current/past examples of gerrymandering; 

• The geographical dimensions of "under representation" in political systems with specific 
reference to different demographic and social groups (e.g. females, younger voters, working 
class voters, ethnic minorities) - what are the causes and the implications of this, and what 
measures can be undertaken to increase the representation of these groups. 

GY357 Gender and Geography: Louise Sarsfield Collins  

This module explores the ways in which space and gender shape each other. With a focus 
both in the past and engaging with contemporary debates about gender and society, 
students will learn about the importance of gender in shaping our world.  Gender will be 
explored with regard to feminine, masculine and non-binary perspectives at a variety of 
scales.  

 


