
Sociology Third-Year Module Descriptions  
 
SO301 Contemporary Social Theory  
In this Contemporary Social Theory module, our objective will be to explore a selection of 
theoretical contributions made in Sociology in the late twentieth and early twenty-first century. 
The selection will give you a ‘feel’ for different theoretical orientations within the discipline 
rather than provide a comprehensive survey of the field. In terms of developing a comparative 
perspective on the theorists we will examine it would be useful to think about their contributions 
thematically as we work through the module:  
 
• What are the essential dynamics of the relationship between the individual and social structure? 
(Structure/Action)  

• What are the significance of beliefs, ideas, values and norms to human experience? (Meaning)  

• How is society organized and what has to happen to bring about change? (Transformation)  
 
The module will make connections with SO303 Special Topics by encouraging students to think 
about how theories introduced in SO301 may usefully apply to real-world sociological 
investigation. 
 
SO303A Special Topic Research Project 
For further information on the special topic programme please go here 
 
SO211 Urban Sociology: Changing Cityscapes 
This module develops a critical sociological analysis of the urban form. It examines 
understandings of the cityscape, changing cityscapes and the processes impacting on the spatial 
and social life of the contemporary cityscape. We will explore a number of topics including the 
post-industrial cityscape, gentrification, the creative city, place branding, ‘housing and the right to 
the city’ and greening the city. In addition, the module explores contemporary spaces in the city 
including creative spaces, urban allotment gardens, public space, alternative spaces, and pop-up 
spaces. A range of case studies and visual material from Ireland and internationally will be used 
to illustrate contemporary processes and the implications of these processes within the urban 
environment. 
 
SO312 Sociology of the Family  
The course explores changing trends in Irish family life, placing them in comparative 
perspective. It focuses on the experience of family change at different stages of the life course. 
The course introduces students to classical and contemporary sociological explanations of 
changing family patterns. It considers evidence on the consequences of those changes for 
individuals, groups and society as a whole, and their implications for social policy. 
 
SO315 The Political Economy of Global Capitalism 
Soaring prices, energy crises, strike waves, and invasions of smaller nations by global 
superpowers…the parallels between the 1970s and the present moment just keep on 
accumulating. In this course, we examine what has happened over that span of half a century, 
examining how global capitalism shed its skin to survive the crises of the 1970s but did so in 
ways that led inexorably to the crises we find ourselves living through today. We will consider 
the transformations that have occurred in global production, trade and finance and explore the 
ideologies and cultural changes that have been both symptom and cause of the reconfiguration 
of the world economy. A central force in that global system is the ‘military industrial complex’ 
and we consider the role of the arms companies in the world today, focusing on in the Us-led 
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invasion of Iraq and the Russian invasion of Ukraine. While the perspective of the course is a 
global one, in the concluding lectures we bring things closer to home by looking at how the Irish 
experience over the last three decades narrates better than perhaps any other the circuit of boom 
and bust that remains central to the logic of capital. Taken together, it is hoped that these classes 
will give you a comprehensive and critical introduction to the political economy of contemporary 
capitalism. 
 
SO319 Revolutions  
Revolutions are situations where society transforms the state: when (usually) large numbers of 
people take action together in a (sometimes) successful action to change the nature of the state 
or (sometimes) do away with the state altogether. Revolutionary situations (whether or not they 
led to state-level change) have been a regular feature of European history over the last 250 years, 
and of global history over the last 80 years or so. The vast majority of contemporary states owe 
their origin to revolutions, and revolutions continue to change states around the world. As a way 
into thinking about revolutions, the module will focus on the revolutionary wave of 1968 around 
the world (including Black Power in the States, the start of the Troubles in Northern Ireland, the 
Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia and the general strike of May 1968 in France). This experience 
will be used to introduce key ideas in thinking about revolutions, such as what makes a 
revolutionary situation, the role of the state, popular mobilisation and radicalisation, success and 
failure in revolutions and the role of revolutionary organising. The overarching question this year 
is “Is revolution possible in the 21st century?” 
 
SO320A Race & Ethnicity in Comparative Perspective 
This course is a comparative inquiry into the bases and mechanisms of racial and ethnic thinking, 
which have been used as the criteria to create social inequality. There are four sections to this 
course. First, we look at the epistemological ways that people have come to understand the 
concepts of race and ethnicity and try to glean why these understandings are often confusing and 
contradictory. Drawing heavily on Critical Race Theory, we will discuss the confusion between 
folk and analytic notions of race and review the fundamental ways of thinking about race and 
ethnicity through the case studies of beauty, race, and attraction/romantic love. Second, drawing 
on Racial Formation Theory, we will analyze not just individual or interpersonal interactions 
around race/ethnicity but also the ways in which race has been embedded, challenged and 
changed in the state as a form of classification to divide, rank and order human beings. Thirdly, 
we will see how the concepts of race and ethnicity have been used as forms of domination (i.e. 
segregation, discrimination, ghettoization) to better understand how we may undo racism in 
order to create social justice. Finally, in order to understand the uniqueness of the Irish case, we 
will use internationally comparative cases (South Africa, US, Nicaragua, and Japan) to understand 
how Irish forms of racialization are different from others. 
 
 
SO321A Technology and Culture  
As social scientists or humanists we rarely ask can we contribute to designing more inclusive and 
more sustainable technologies? In this course we will ask these questions and we will use social 
theories of technology from Science and Technology Studies (STS) as our starting point. We will 
critically interrogate the concept of technology, technological expertise, smart technologies and 
their impact on society. We will explore how politics, gender, race, and class influence the design 
and diffusion of technologies. We will apply these theories to a range of case studies from our 
everyday lives including in the domestic household (the fridge, the cooker, smart devices), 
communication (mobile phones, the internet), work (machines and computers), transport (the 
car) and health (medicine and COVID tech). We will examine the social and cultural meanings of 



technology, their role in regulating our lives and we will look for opportunities to co-produce 
better technologies for society. 
 
 
SO324 Threats, Risks, Conflicts & Human Security  
Aims and Objectives: The security of humans, rather than the state, in the context of 
globalisation processes is the main subject of this module. Students will study shifts in the 
politics of security in the context of contemporary globalizations. They will encounter definitions 
of ‘hard’ security and ‘soft’ security and trace the proliferation of security concepts. More 
specifically this module will focus on the contestation of the dominant security paradigm 
through the development and usage of the term ‘human security’. The module is designed to 
teach students to understand and identify securitization processes as they are constructed and 
put into practice in specific notable conflicts and crises in this century. Globalisation processes 
intersect with issues of human security across many areas, but the substantive topics featuring in 
this module will include war, development, environment, health, food and gender. 
 
SO330 Sociology of Education  
This course introduces a subject that we each have experience of: education. Yet, our experience 
of education may not be universal. In this module, we will interrogate the sociological meaning 
of education drawing on key theoretical perspectives. These theoretical underpinnings contribute 
to our understanding of education as a part of society, interdependent on other social 
institutions. In this module, we also explore the wider political, social and cultural contexts of 
education, and the effects of education and schooling on the experiences and identities of 
individuals and groups in society. We explore the paradox that education can reproduce 
inequality in wider society as well as reduce it. 
 
SO336: Sociology of Work and Employment  
The module explores the variety of ways that work and employment are organised – both 
historically and in contemporary societies. It examines how these differences in work 
organisation are produced, negotiated and can be ‘chosen’ by actors in society. These 
negotiations and struggles can occur in the work process itself, in the corporation, in the 
household, in the job market, in the state and in a broader social politics. The module addresses 
questions regarding the meaning of work, its changing nature, the growth of precarity and 
nostalgia for past iterations of work. Emphasizing work beyond formal paid employment the 
module also explores its relationship to unpaid work, social reproduction, welfare as well as 
challenges and alternatives to paid employment. In doing so the module blends leading 
contemporary research with classic texts and has a strong international perspective, although 
focused on work and employment in advanced capitalist economies.  
 
SO338 Sex, Law & Society  
In this course we move beyond common sense and ‘natural’ explanations of sexuality to show 
how it is a social construct of competing scientific, religious and legal discourses. We focus 
specifically on the state’s regulatory role in the field of sexuality and how it has contributed to 
the creation of sexual insiders and outsiders through the extension of sexual citizenship (e.g. 
marriage, civil partnerships, hate crime laws etc). We examine resistances to this regulatory code 
governing sexuality and how it has contributed to the construction of sexual identities and social 
movements. The course also focuses on contemporary debates around the political economy of 
sexuality exploring controversies around the criminalisation/decriminalisation of sex work and 
the sexualisation of children. 
 
SO343 Screening Social Change: capitalism, cinema and television 



In this course, we will consider the ways in which the evolution of capitalism has been captured, 
contested, and affirmed on both the big and the small screen. In particular, we will examine how 
cinema and television have reflected and refracted the period between the economic and political 
chaos of the 1970s and the remarkably similar crises that are unfolding as we speak. The course 
will centre on a series of connected themes, including: conspiracy (who is running the show and 
should we really ‘trust no one’?), subjectivity (if there have never been more opportunities to be 
different, why does everything feel the same?), technology (are we watching this because it’s 
happening, or is this happening because we’re watching it?), poverty/prosperity (if the media exist to 
make money, why is it depicted so often as the root of all evil?), and teleology (is it really easier to 
imagine the end of the world than the end of capitalism?). Delivered in an interactive fashion, 
these classes are intended to provide a critical introduction to these two cultural forms ranging 
from the classic conspiracy movies of the 1970s to the ‘golden age of television’ we are told we 
are living through right now.   
 
SO345 Crime and Society  
Is crime more or less prevalent now than before? Why are some people more likely to engage in 
criminal activity than others? Why are some behaviours defined as crime and others are not? 
These are some of the questions taken up by sociologists concerned with the relationship 
between crime and society. In this module, students learn about the major theoretical and 
empirical debates and issues in the sociology of crime literature. Special attention is given to 
placing the Irish case in comparative perspective. 
 
 
PO312 Gender and Politics 
This module will provide an assessment of the key debates about the relation between gender 
and politics in the Western political tradition. It will explore how gender has shaped and been 
shaped by key political     ideas (including the public-private distinction, the idea of contract, 
political representation, rights, justice, identity and equality), connections between conceptual 
debates institutional politics and, more specifically, gender inequality and political representation. 
 
 
PO313 Politics in the Americas 
The main aim of this course it to argue that political instability in Latin America is essentially 
caused by inequality of power between elites and masses, favouring the former, and that this 
imbalance must be righted if democracy in the region is to be reinvigorated. Using Latin America 
as a test case, and Michael Mann’s theory on power as the course framework, we identify 
inequalities of power in the areas of ideology, the economy, the military, politics (IEMP) and 
transnationally to show how these can cause social instability and crisis. In this way, the module 
aims to provide a panoramic overview of Latin American power structures and draw essential 
learnings for established democracies on how to renew and reinvigorate democracy. 
 
PO314 Policies and Policy-Making in the European Union  
This module introduces students to the EU policy-making landscape and the variegated set of 
EU policies and does so by asking what it is that the EU does. By studying different policy areas, 
together we will analyse how this evolving and expanding tier of European governance impacts 
on national political systems (and on EU citizens). The opening phase of lectures sets the scene 
for the study of EU policy-making and covers the evolution of the EU, the legal basis for policy-
making, and theories of integration as well as the idea of the single market, which is so central to 
the EU. Key policy fields include agriculture and regional policies, competition and trade policy, 
the Euro, asylum and migration, foreign affairs and security, and enlargement. This fast-pace, 
seminar style course will allow for plenty of topical debates, while developing students’ analytical 



skills, encouraging students to look beyond the headlines to understand how the EU works (and 
how it does not), supplemented by regular online interaction/learning . In week 11, we bring the 
threads together in a mock-conference discussing "Whither EU policy integration", where 
students will present their own original arguments about a chosen policy area. The module is 
part of a Jean Monnet European Union project on European Integration. 
 
 
PO315 Irish Politics and Society   
This module focuses on the issues facing contemporary Ireland and seeks to enable students 
apply their theoretical knowledge to important political questions and policy problems facing 
Irish politics and society. By using fundamental conceptual and analytical tools developed in the 
discipline in order to consider such questions, the module seeks to enable students to critically 
analyse the major political questions in contemporary Irish society and beyond. Issues of social, 
economic and environmental justice, with an ongoing emphasis on equality, are integrated into 
the overall approach of the module.  
 


