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Thinking of a Career in Teaching – 
how to prepare now



Plan for today….

Post-Primary teaching routes and tips to prepare

Primary Teaching routes and tips to prepare



Becoming a Teacher in Ireland

Primary Teaching
• Postgraduate Courses
• Entry requirements 
• Alternative entry requirement options
• How applications work
• How places awarded
• What you can do now to strengthen 

your application

Post-Primary Teaching
• Postgraduate Courses
• Entry requirements
• How applications work
• How places awarded
• Teaching Council criteria (LC teaching 

subjects and your modules)
• What you can do now to strengthen your 

application



Post-Primary Teaching

Careers and

Employability Service



Post-Primary Teaching – Ireland

Professional Master of Education – 2-year courses
Courses start each September – apply in final year for course starting 
after you finish your degree

• Each university will run its own application process

• Closing dates vary– usually from January onwards

• Some universities run several rounds of applications 

(from Nov – April)

Maynooth University
UCD
UoG
TCD
UCC
DCU
UL
Hibernia



Post-Primary Teaching – Ireland

MU, UCD, UoG, UCC and DCU

Places awarded using a points system

Points awarded based on
• Most recent exam results – 2nd year if applying in 3rd year (year abroad 

results are not considered)
• Any previous qualifications
• Relevant PAID Professional experience



.......3,

To calculate 
your points
(i) Find your marks 

(average of both 
subjects) in this 
column

(ii) Move across to 
points Column – 
these are your 
points

Points table used in 
previous years



.......3,

Points can vary for 
each subject in 
each university

Find your 
subjects(s) and 
look across the 
table to see the 
points required 
in each of the 
universities

Previous points may 
be a good indicator 
of future points – 
but it is not possible 
to predict



Points System

• Your points are based on your most recent full year results – so if applying 
in final year, you will be using your second year marks

• Points required varies each year – points vary in  each university and 
depending on your subjects

– This is in response to a need to train teachers in shortage subjects

• It is not possible to predict points required for subsequent years



In addition to grades….How can I increase my points
• How can I increase my points?

– If you don’t get a place when you apply you can re-apply 
the following year with final year results

– Additional Qualifications (only eligible if completed at  
time of application)

• Undergraduate e.g. PLC courses / other quals

• Postgraduate

• Course must be completed by 1st December in year  of
application

– Relevant Paid Professional Experience –        1 point for 
each year (full-time or part-time)

• Good to keep options open and apply to several universities



PAID Professional Experience

• Must provide documentation e.g. 

letter from  employer

• Full-time /Part-time paid professional
experience

• In education

• Working with young people

• Related to teaching subject

Related to teaching subject (normally at 
graduate level)

e.g., Employment as

• Accountant (Business Studies teacher) 
or Graduate level business related work    
experience

• Translator (Languages teachers)

• Laboratory Technician (Science 
teachers)

Examples: In education / With young people

• Full-time Teaching in another country – 
using your degree subject

• TEFL Teaching to groups

• Working full-time as a special needs 
assistant or  classroom assistant

• Full-time employment as a sports coach, 
youth organiser or in a nursery/care 
setting with children

• 1 point awarded for each year of experience



University of Limerick –Professional Master of Education
Two-year course

– Business

– Languages

• French, German, Gaelige, 
Spanish, Japanese,  English as a 
foreign language

– Mathematics

– Music

– Science

– Physical Education (must have 
relevant degree)

– Technological Education

• Closing date: usually March

• Need 2.2 Honours in your degree results 
but don’t need to  have completed your 
degree to apply

• Apply online http://www.ul.ie

– Application Form / Interview

– Languages: Oral

– Music: Audition

https://www.si.ul.ie/urd/sits.urd/run/siw_ipp_lgn.login?process=siw_ipp_app&code1=PMEDUCTFAD&code2=0006


Trinity College:
Professional Master of Education
• Apply using one subject (you can still teach your other subject too)
• Do consider grades but not the only factor
• Personal statement and application form important

• Interview

– Must demonstrate awareness of teaching as a  career

– Classroom observation and other experience
with young people important
Know about the curriculum, changes in your subjects, exams in your subjects



Hibernia College:
Professional Master of Education
• 2 intakes per year –

September and April

• 24 weeks teaching 
practice (3 blocks)

• Online application

• Application fee €95

• Personal statement important

• Interview

– Must demonstrate awareness of teaching as a  career

– Classroom observation and other experience
with young people important

– Know about the curriculum, changes in your subjects, 
exams in your subjects



Teaching Council Requirements

• For each teaching subject the Teaching Council have a  list of 
• requirements including the modules you must take as part of your degree.

• It is important to refer to this list when making your module selections.

• Details of the new system for qualification assessment

can be found at

https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/en/news-events/latest-news/curricular-

subject-requirements.pdf

**Subject Choice **

Double Major route is recommended as doing Major/Minor may mean you 

don’t have enough credits/correct modules to meet Teaching Council criteria 

– 

talk to your careers advisers if you have any questions on this.

https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/en/news-events/latest-news/curricular-subject-requirements.pdf
https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/en/news-events/latest-news/curricular-subject-requirements.pdf


What can you do now and going forward?
• The better your grades in 2nd year the higher your points when applying for the PME Post-Primary in 

final year
• Have a look at all of the courses – links on our Info Sheets  

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/students/information-and-resources#info 

• Check Teaching Council subject criteria and ensure your modules meet the criteria – contact the 
Careers and Employability Service if you have any questions

• If you don’t talk to us / identify how you can get the missing requirements – getting this sorted in 2nd 
year can remove stress in final year.

• Consider getting any relevant experience related to work with children/teaching etc. to gain additional 
points
• Voluntary work also useful for TCD/UL/Hibernia

• Classroom observation, talking to teachers can be helpful in exploring whether teaching is as you 
expect it to be – useful to get a sense of classroom environment now (rather than what you remember 
from school)

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/students/information-and-resources#info


Primary Teaching

Careers and

Employability Service



Primary Teaching - Ireland
2 routes
Full-time / College-based course

• Maynooth University (Froebel Dept.) 

• Marino Institute of Education

• DCU (Drumcondra Campus)

• Mary Immaculate College Limerick

Distance/On-line course 

• Hibernia College

Both routes fully recognised by Teaching Council

Entry Requirements (2024)

Minimum 2.2 Honours degree

Leaving Certificate requirements
• H4 (HC1/HC2) in Irish
• O4/H7 (OC1/OC2/HE) in Maths
• O4/H7 (OC1/OC2/HE) in English



Honours Leaving Cert Irish?

• At least H4 in honours Irish required
• What if I don’t have this?

– Teastas Eorpach na Gaeilge (Level B2) – Contact  Maynooth University Centre 
for Irish Studies for details  www.teg.ie

– Re-sit Leaving Cert Honours Irish
– Teacher Training in the U.K. *

* Credit shortfalls may apply – contact Teaching Council for further inforamtion

http://www.teg.ie/


Other LC alternative qualifications

Alternatives to a second-level qualification in Mathematics

• A merit grade (65-79%) or distinction grade (80-100%) obtained in QQI 
Level 5 Mathematics Course (5N 1833)
✓ Colleges offering this course can be found by searching on 

www.qualifax.ie and through various Night course providers
✓ https://mallowcampus.ie/night-college/maths/ 

http://www.qualifax.ie/
https://mallowcampus.ie/night-college/maths/


Full-time Course
▪ College based

▪ Froebel Dept, Maynooth University,

▪ Marino Institute of Education

▪ DCU (formerly St. Patrick’s College Drumcondra)

▪ Mary Immaculate College, Limerick

▪ 2 years

▪ Further details of entry requirements / course details on universities 
websites and on our Careers and Employability Service Information Sheets
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/useful-resources/information-
sheets



When can I apply?
• Online Applications
• Full-time courses

– Course usually starts in September

• Application closing date usually March/April – apply in final year to start in 
September after final year

• Repeat exams (in final year) can be an issue – all results must be in place by July of 
final year.

• Hibernia Colleges

– 2 intakes: September/April

– See www.hiberniacollege.com for details of upcoming intakes

http://www.hiberniacollege.com/


Primary Applications have 2 steps – Full Time Courses 

(i) Irish Oral
• TEG B1 Oral Exam
• Must get at least 65% in this exam
• More details on TEG B1 here 

https://www.teg.ie/eolas-molta/teg-
mgo.958.html 

• Can be useful to sit TEG B1 in 2nd year 
(you can then re-sit in final year if 
needed)

(ii) Course Application
• After getting 65% in TEG B1 you can apply 

for the course
• Applications usually close in March
• You must have all your results by July in 

the year you wish to start the course – 
August repeats mean you can apply the 
next year

• Applications are online
• You can apply to all 4 courses

https://www.teg.ie/eolas-molta/teg-mgo.958.html
https://www.teg.ie/eolas-molta/teg-mgo.958.html


How are places awarded?
Points system used by MU, DCU and Mary Immaculate College, Limerick

Points System

• Points are calculated based results from most 
recent completed year.

• If applying in final year your points are based  on 
your results from the previous year (year abroad 
is not included)

• If applying after completing your degree, your 
points are calculated based on degree results.

More information on Points system here

Additional points can be claimed  for

• Additional Qualifications (to be eligible must 
be awarded by 1st March in year of application)

✓ Undergraduate 

✓ Postgraduate

• Relevant Paid/Unpaid Professional Experience

✓ Related to work with young 
people/education/your degree subject  

   

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/assets/document/PME%20Primary%20Information.pdf


Additional Points – Professional Experience?

Points are awarded in three categories, where experience is deemed relevant:

• Full-time paid professional experience.

 One point is awarded per year of employment, up to a maximum of 5 points. 

• Part-time paid professional experience. 

One point is awarded per year of employment (min. 100 hours per year), up to a 
maximum of 2 points. 

• Sustained voluntary work with young people (e.g., weekly) in an organisational 
context. 

0.5 points is awarded per year of volunteering, up to a maximum of 2 points. 



How are places awarded?
Marino Institute of Education -  Interview based

• View Interview criteria here

• Why people do not get places? Interview Performance / Knowledge of 
the teaching profession / 

– Not sufficient research into teaching –

• Spend time in a school if possible

• Classroom observation

• Talking with teachers

• Becoming familiar with curriculum and current  issues

https://www.mie.ie/en/study_with_us/postgraduate_programmes/professional_master_of_education_primary_/pme%20frequently_asked_questions/interview_information.pdf


Hibernia College:
Professional Master of Education

• 2 intakes per year –
September and April

• 2 year course

• 24 weeks teaching 
practice (3 blocks)

• Contact Hibernia 
College for application
form

• Application fee €95

• Personal statement important

• Interview

– Must demonstrate awareness of 
teaching as a  career

– Classroom observation and other
experience with young people 
important



What can you do now?

*Application procedure and/or use of interview in selection process may be subject to change in future years

Irish
• Practice your Irish
• Not possible get a place on the full-time PME Primary course without 65% in TEG B1 Oral Exam
• Consider sitting the TEG exam in 2nd year so that you have it completed before final year
• Additional points awarded for higher marks in TEG exam

• Hibernia PME offer alternative Irish Oral 
 as part of their interview process

Points

• Work hard in Second Year. 

• The better your grades in your second-year exams, the better your chances of getting a place

• Consider your grades and your interests when choosing subjects

• Experience working with young people to gain additional points



What can you do now?

• View all points criteria here 
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie
/system/temporary/filefield_paths/
PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%
20Points%20System%202024.pdf 

Points for Relevant Experience

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/system/temporary/filefield_paths/PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%20Points%20System%202024.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/system/temporary/filefield_paths/PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%20Points%20System%202024.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/system/temporary/filefield_paths/PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%20Points%20System%202024.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/system/temporary/filefield_paths/PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%20Points%20System%202024.pdf


What can you do now?

• View all points criteria here 
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie
/system/temporary/filefield_paths/
PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%
20Points%20System%202024.pdf 

Types of Relevant Experience

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/system/temporary/filefield_paths/PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%20Points%20System%202024.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/system/temporary/filefield_paths/PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%20Points%20System%202024.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/system/temporary/filefield_paths/PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%20Points%20System%202024.pdf
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/system/temporary/filefield_paths/PMEd%20Froebel%20Department%20Points%20System%202024.pdf


What can you do now and going forward?

Prepare for interview* – school observation or talking to teachers…
Even if applying for courses without interview – observation will help you clarify if you would enjoy a 
classroom environment – gives you a good sense of what to expect
• Find out as much as you can about the primary curriculum
• How are subjects taught at different levels throughout the school?
• How are special educational needs supports provided in the schools?
• How are phonics taught? What is Aisteaír?
• Any recent/upcoming changes to the curriculum? … Primary Languages curriculum? Well-being 

initiatives? Bi Cinnealta?

*Application procedure and use of interview in selection process may be subject to change in future years

• Have a look at all of the courses.
• Check that you meet the entry requirements
• If you don’t talk to us / identify how you can get the missing requirements – getting this sorted in 2nd 

year can remove stress in final year.



Further Education & Training (FET)
A very interesting alternative to Primary or Post-Primary Teaching –
https://www.etbi.ie/
https://www.thisisfet.ie/ 

• Useful to contact the academic departments to learn about the programmes and to helpful to gain 
relevant experience before applying.

• More information on university websites

MU Higher Diploma in Further Education
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/study-maynooth/postgraduate-studies/courses/higher-diploma-further-education 
Marino Institute of Education Professional Diploma in Education (Further Education) 
https://www.mie.ie/en/study_with_us/postgraduate_programmes/professional_diploma_in_education_further_educati
on_/ 
Mary Immaculate College Limerick Graduate Diploma in Adult & Further Education https://www.mic.ul.ie/faculty-of-
education/programme/graduate-diploma-m-ed-in-adult-and-further-education?index=0 
SETU Postgraduate Diploma in Teaching in Further Education https://www.setu.ie/courses/postgraduate-diploma-in-
teaching-in-further-education-teaching-council-recognition 

https://www.etbi.ie/
https://www.thisisfet.ie/
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/study-maynooth/postgraduate-studies/courses/higher-diploma-further-education
https://www.mie.ie/en/study_with_us/postgraduate_programmes/professional_diploma_in_education_further_education_/
https://www.mie.ie/en/study_with_us/postgraduate_programmes/professional_diploma_in_education_further_education_/
https://www.mic.ul.ie/faculty-of-education/programme/graduate-diploma-m-ed-in-adult-and-further-education?index=0
https://www.mic.ul.ie/faculty-of-education/programme/graduate-diploma-m-ed-in-adult-and-further-education?index=0
https://www.setu.ie/courses/postgraduate-diploma-in-teaching-in-further-education-teaching-council-recognition
https://www.setu.ie/courses/postgraduate-diploma-in-teaching-in-further-education-teaching-council-recognition


What can you do now?

Careers – Teaching Pathways – can help to move through all the information 
in an organized way – Pathways are available on Careers Connect



http://www.maynoothuniversity.ie
/careers/students 

http://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/students
http://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/students


Book a meeting with 
our careers advisers

Go to appointments in Careers Connect



Send us your questions - https://careers.mufutureconnect.maynoothuniversity.ie/leap/queries.html  

Use Ask Us to send 
questions in 
Careers Connect

https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fcareers.mufutureconnect.maynoothuniversity.ie%2Fleap%2Fqueries.html&data=05%7C02%7CNatasha.M.Marron%40mu.ie%7C3b185ce7ac294080373c08dd03cf6451%7C1454f5ccbb354685bbd98621fd8055c9%7C0%7C0%7C638670911472233061%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=IUEtgkN9euM0NulsyQHIn9Po5kx5eT1KWJi2JQh1AY4%3D&reserved=0


Careers and

Employability ServiceAbout us

• Use Careers Connect to engage with us

➢ Appointments 

➢ Send us your Questions

➢ Resources | UpSkill

www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers

• From 1st year to final year PhD and recent graduates

• Any careers related questions

• Help in getting started when you don’t know what to do

• Careers Information

• Careers Interest tests

• Upskill Programmes (SPUR, MUSE and more)

• Postgrad study questions

• Summer Internships (before final year)

• Explore Graduate Jobs (apply in final year of your programme)

• Accredited Placements (as part of your course)

How the Careers and Employability Service works



The Careers & 
Employability Service Team

Natasha Marron

Eanan Strain

Aaron Eaton

Seamus O’Neill

Rebecca Boyle

Anne Mooney

Máire Buckley

Barbara McGoldrick

Martina Bourgoin

Aisling Masterson



Any questions?
• Use Careers Connect to engage with us

➢ Appointments 

➢ Teams Appointments or In-Person Appointments

➢ Send us your Questions - Click Ask us

Careers and

Employability Service

CAREERS CONNECT PORTAL

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA
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