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Welcome to the Spring 2019 edition of our Department Newsletter! The
light has returned and we are proud to share with you some of the high-
lights of the past winter months. The Department, as usual, has been a hive
of academic and pedagogical activity. We are simply delighted that Dr
Zerrin Doganca KucUk joined our team as Lecturer in Science Education in
March and | know you will join me in welcoming her to the field of Irish ed-
ucation. Our faculty have been involved in organising two major confer-
ences: Dr. Grace O'Grady has co-ordinated the Narratfive Inquiry Confer-
ence in May and Dr Majella Dempsey heads up the upcoming European
Association for Curriculum Studies Conference in June here at Maynooth
University. You will also see that Maynooth is now home to the Centre for
Public Education and Pedagogy, directed by Professor Carl Anders Safstrom. The Centre is also
home to distinguished colleague Professor Gert Biesta who joined the University in January.

The public face of education plays a central part of our Department’s spirit, as you can see
from the kinds of initiatives we are continually engaged in. This takes the shape of reaching out
to professional organisations (some of whom sponsor graduate prizes for which we are grateful
—and you can see some pictures of the Awards evening within the Newsletter!), continuing our
teaching placements in China, and starting up a new Social Justice Certificate within our PME
programme.

However, public education is also so much more. Public education demands not only opening
our schools and educational institutions fo each and everyone, but it requires that everyone
find a home there. It also requires that education become more engaged in questions that
affect public life itself, such as ensuring democratic forms of living are enhanced as well as,
crucially, promoting the sustainability of life itself. As the recent Climate Action Now initiative
has shown, youth from across the world can have a powerful voice in affecting public change.
Policies, attifudes, and behaviours need to change if we are to have any impact at all on the
environment. Our youth are telling us that if we don’t act now, it is their lives that will be unimag-
inably affected. It is our students’ futures that are at stake. Their voices have been heard — but it
is up to us as educators to make sure they will be listened fo.

As always, our doors are always open to you and your students. We are passionate about all
things educational!
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5th International Irish Narrative
Inquiry Conference
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5th International Irish Narrative Inquiry Conference

Trinity College Dublin
May 2nd & 3rd 2019

Keynote Speaker :

Prof Patti Lather

Prof Patti Lather is a critical
feminist scholar whose work
examines various (post)
critical, feminist, and post-
structural theories. As well
as award winning books
addressing ontology, meth-
odology and pedagogy, her
narrative study with women
living with HIV/AIDS in South
Africa (Troubling the Angels:
Women Living with HIV/
AIDS ) co-authored with
Chris Smithies was ground
breaking for its creative
curation of the textual. Her
most recent collection of
selected works testifies to
Patti's role as an critical
archivist of methodologies
during the ‘paradigm wars’
and through the turns asso-
ciated with ongoing ‘post’
ontologies. This gives her a
strong vantage point from
which to consider the place
of narrative as method for
our conference, while her

recent involvement in proj-
ects featuring a creative
component encompasses
the focus we are concerned
with as we explore creativity
in narrative inquiry. Patti's
current research is focused
around cultural studies of
numeracy and the uses of
Wallter Benjamin in a materi-
alist cultural analysis of sports
and U.S. schooling.

Call for Papers

The 5th Irish Conference on
Narrative Inquiry welcomes
papers / posters / panels/
performances from across
the social sciences and cre-
ative disciplines that have a
theoretical, methodological
and/or creative interest in
narrative. The overall theme
of the conference this year
is on “"EXPLORING CREATIVITY
IN NARRATIVE INQUIRY" rec-
ognising how the centring of
story means that creativity

is inherent in the narrative
method. But are we always
making those connections in
our narrative practices? This

4

(

V =

(:i;)\nsh Narratwe Inquary Co”feren

by S

Conference
Organisers

Dr Catherine
Conlon, Trinity
College Dublin

Dr Jacqueline O’
Toole, Institute of

Technology, Sligo

Dr Briege Casey,
Dublin City
University

Dr Grace O’
Grady, Maynooth
University

conference invites us to re-
flect on what is creativity for
us, in our narrative practic-
es¢ How are we deploying
the creative components
of stories and story-telling

in our meaning making?
What does the creativity
inherent in narrative add to
our inquiries? Is the creative
component of narrative
important to the success of
our inquiriese And, in partic-
ular, to think about what the
creative aspect of narrative
offers to our discipline and/
or inquiry that is unique to
the genre and how can we
develop this further?
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This conference seeks to bring together narrative inquirers from the broadest range of disciplines
possible, reflecting the potential of the paradigm of narrative for a broad range of inquiries.

Themes can include:

e Storying lives

* Arfs-based health
research

e Story and Creativity

* Research Creationin
narrative inquiry

*  Writing creatively in
narrative inquiry

* Creative Practice
beyond the textual

* Narrative inquiry in
the afterward

e Open strand

Hosted by Trinity College Dublin, the conference is co-organised and supported by Institute of
Technology, Sligo; Maynooth University and Dublin City University the conference aims to bring
together a wide range of Irish and international scholars to showcase recent developments in
narrative inquiry attending to creativity in particular.

Abstracts for:

Papers

Performances

Posters (c300 words) by March 8th 2019

Submit abstracts to:
Dr Catherine Conlon :
conlonce@tcd.ie

Please ensure you entitle the abstract clearly and provide a short bio. Completed contributions,
“work in progress” and performance contributions are most welcome.

Full papers of 20 minute duration
Performances of 20 minute duration
Panels of 90 minute duration
Posters/visuals

Maynooth SE=
Universiy I7sligo

of Ireland Maynooth An Institiid Teicneolaiochta, Sligeach

Trinity College Dublin

Colaiste na Triondide, Baile Atha Cliath

The University of Dublin D C U
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John Coolahan Research Support
Framework Award

It was with tremendous sadness we learned on 1st April of the sudden death of our
former student and recent graduate, Lynn Browne, R.I.P. Just one week previous,

Lynn had graduated from the Future Leaders, Postgraduate Diploma in Educational
Leadership and Management course at Maynooth University. Lynn's passion for learning
and commitment to education endeared her to all she met during her studies. Deepest
sympathy is extended to her husband and son, her parents, sisters, extended family and
friends and to her colleagues at Ballymakenny College, Drogheda, Co. Louth where she
was a founding staff member, Assistant Principal and teacher of Art.

Ar dheis Dé go raibh a h-anam dilis.
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Eimear Hourican Professional Masters of Education (Year 1)

On 15th March 2019, students from all around the world joined Greta Thunberg in her
demand for Climate Action Now. Students from Lucan Community College joined

the movement. Over the course of several lunch periods, students came together to
decide on how best they could contribute to the event. On the morning of Friday, 15th
April, stfudents invited Mayor of South Dublin County Council, Mark Ward, to their school
to address the theme of Climate action, to draft a plan of action and to plant a tree.

Later that day, a group of students accompanied by two teachers joined in a ten-
thousand-strong rally outside Ddil Eireann. Students designed banners and signs as a
means of displaying their important message. At the same time, students who were
unable to attend the march helped set up a petition in school, which over lunchtime
was available to be signed by staff and students, in one lunch over 120 signatures
were collected, with more added in the coming days. This petition will be sent to
government officials demanding climate action now. Well done to all students for
partficipating.
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Martin Millerick (left) presenting Bishop Crean with a copy of ‘Walking Backwards to Heaven?
Hope and the Catholics of Cloyne Diocese, 1700 - 1830'.

This book outlines the struggles of Cloyne's Catholics in asserting their identities in a harsh
environment. Thomas Davis from Mallow believed that during this fime, the most that Irish
peasants could hope for was to agitate for something better, and after death, in God.
Emigration added a further hope. This book explores how Cloyne'’s Catholics found hope
within themselves, in their heritages, spiritualities and cultures, how they found hope among
each other and finally how they found hope and found hope in a wider world. This book was
launched at a Conference on St. Colman’s Cathedral, Cobh.

TY GOES KOREAN

At the end of November/December | was
invited to Korea to give a number of lectures

on Ireland’s Transation Year. In developing
programmes for teenagers in Korean schools,
policy makers have taken inspiration from the
Irish experience with Transition Year. My visit
coincided with the publication in Korean of
Transition Year in Action which was publsiehd by
Liffey Press in 2015.

In recent years more than 12 different
delegations of Korean teenagers, principals and
policy makers have visited Ireland to look af Ty.

Dr Gerry Jeffers was a full-time lecturer in the
MU Education Department from 2000 to 2012.
He continues to contribute to courses within the
department.




EDUCATION NEWS

!

Dr Zerrin Dogancga Kuguk

We are delighted to
welcome Dr Zerrin
Doganca KugcUk who
joined the Education
Department in March
2019. Zerrin has been
teaching pedagogy of
science and mathematics
for more than 10 years
to different groups of
pre-service and in-
service teachers. She
holds a Bachelors
degree (Undergraduate
Mathematics Education
Program) and a minor
degree (Undergraduate
Science Education)
from Bogazici University.
After studying as a
mathematics teacher at a
private school in Istanbul

The Education Department will host a week-
long international study visit of a delegation of
early childhood educators from France from
20th to 25th May 2019. The delegation is funded

as part of an Erasmus+ mobility project and
organised by CEMEA (a key French agency that
supports teacher education in the non-formal
education). The visiting French colleagues who

are all working in the area of Early Childhood
Education and Care (ECEC) will observe the

use of the outdoors for play in early child care

services. The week-long visit will culminate in a
Symposium on Saturday May 25th in Maynooth
University entitled: The State of Outdoor Play in

Ireland in 2019.

Keynote presenters will include Dr Thomas Walsh
Department of Education MU and Dr Leah
O'Toole (Froebel Department of Primary and
Early Childhood Education). The Symposium

will provide an opportunity for early childhood
educators to reflect on the early education and
care of Ireland’s youngest citizens 100 years
since Ireland’s declaration of Independence
and it will offer an opportunity to project
forward to re-imagine what outdoor play and
learning could look like in the next 100 years.
The Symposium is supported by the Maynooth
University Research Development Office.

for one year, she worked
as a research assistant
at the Primary Education
Department in Bogazici
University. She got her
MS and PhD degrees
from the Environmentall
Sciences Institute at the
same university. Prior to
joining the Education
Department at Maynooth
University, she worked as
a research assistant and
postdoctoral researcher
in Bogazici University. She
also held the roles of Vice
Director at the BAUSTEM
Center and Assistant
Professor in Faculty of
Education in Bahcesehir
University.

A cross-cultural exploration, dialogue,
and knowledge exchange about outdoor
play in Early Childhood Education & Care
(ECEC) services in Ireland.




Fighting Words is a creative writing
tutor service offered by the brilliant
volunteers of the Fighting Words
Project (www.fightingwords.ie). In
September 2018 a group of PME 2
student teachers of English, including
myself, attended a workshop
facilitated by General Manager Sara
Bennett. | was so impressed by and
interested in this way of promoting
creative writing that | used this training
to organise and facilitate a “Fighting
Words Methods” Workshop in my
school.

| advertised the workshop, initially
planning to run a series of sessions for
three weeks. During the workshops
students work together to create

the setting, characters and develop
the plot of a fictional story. Seven
students attended the first workshop:
they thoroughly enjoyed the activities
and even brought a unique twist to
the session by acting out the roles of
characters they had created.

Y/
(N

By week two, word had spread
among students in my placement
school about how fun the session
was, and by the following week
numbers doubled. By session three
over twenty students were attending
the workshop! | have loved every
second of these lunchtime sessions, as
did the students and so, three months
on we continue to meet weekly and
immerse ourselves in a world created
entirely out of the imaginations of the
students.

To my delight, Fighting Words has
made its way to Wexford this year for
the first time. In February, | had an
opportunity to complete volunteer
training and look forward to working
with primary school pupils in creating
equally exciting and magical stories at
our local library.

| would like to thank Sara Bennett
from Fighting Words and PMET Course
Leader Angela Rickard for providing
us with this opportunity.

- By Yvonne Rooney, PME Year 2
Student

IGHTING WORDS

AETHODS




Nine of the ten PME students from who will be travelling to China in May 2019.
Back row from left: Becky Wray, Eoghan Konstantin, Ryan Traynor, Fionn Brickley, Amandine Bergin Rubeaud, Anita O'Brien

Front row: Aishling O’'Reilly, Megan Roberts and Kelly-Anne Sinclair. (Also travelling but not pictured is Niamh Gibney)

This year ten PME students will tfravel to China for a Language and Cultural exchange. Now in its
fourth year the students will be based in schools in Shenzhen, Nanchang and close to Shanghai
and will teach and observe classes for up to six weeks.

Record crowds attend
Maynooth University Leadership
Symposium

Maynooth University played host to 500
educational leaders on Saturday, 2nd
March at the annual Leadership Symposium.
Following a cancellation last year due to
the ‘Beast from the East’ this popular event
was back to its’ best with an excellent array
of speakers including Professor John West-
Burnham, Dr Harold Hislop, Chief Inspector
(DES), Clive Byne, Director of the NAPD, Pdraic Clerkin, CEO of the IPPN, Tomds O Ruairc,
Director of the Teaching Council, Mary Nihill, Director of the Centre for School Leadership and a
host of other well known figures from national leadership and policy roles. This year's theme was
Collaborative Leadership for Learning and Life. Next years event will be held on Saturday 7th
March.

Full details from Paula.Kinnarney@mu.ie
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PMEI Students Tami Edmonds and Kellie Keenan
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Social Justice Certificate
course for PME students

This year a Social Justice Certificate (SJC)

was infroduced as an additional and

optional component of the Professional
Master of Education (PME) degree. The SJC
programme is underpinned by critical and
creative pedagogic practice and its aim was
to provide the Year 1 students with the time
and space to engage more fully with issues of
social justice, equality, intercultural learning
and global citizenship than is currently possible
within the scope of the PME programme. It is
designed to support students to develop their
own school-based projects in Year 2 that focus
on such themes.

As a pilot initiative (and for no additional
credit!) it attracted 45 PME1 students. This
high number (almost half the total number
of students enrolled in PME Year 1) suggests
that there is a keen appetite among students
to explore issues of justice and equality in
education.

It had three strands:

1. Development Education (led by Hugh
Bergin and Dorothy Jacob from SelfHelp
Africa)

2. Using Drama to explore themes of Social
Justice in Education (with Artist in Residence
for Initial Teacher Education, Peter Hussey).

3. 'Among Others’ (led by Marianne O'Shea in
the Applied Social Studies Department MU)

All three strands of the SJC ensure that
teachers and other educators enhance their
own crifical, social and civic competencies
before endeavouring to foster these same
skills among the young people they teach
and work with. It underlines the need for future

educators to look for and develop creative
and collaborative opportunities to engage,
motivate and challenge young people to live
well, make sense of and engage with local
and global issues of diversity, social inclusion
and democracy.

While the PME programme in MU is already
underpinned by a strong social justice ethos,
these short courses have offered deeper

and more extended encounters with these
themes. They have also enabled us to
develop and expand our collaboration with
other educators and they successfully dissolve
the boundaries between different sectors

in education. For example, ‘Among Others’
has enabled us to work directly with Applied
Social Studies Department where student
teachers and other future educators in Youth
and Community Work sector have been able
to come together to share insights about
their respective roles and responsibilities as
educators. Two of the students participating
in this strand (one from each department) will
travel to Riga in Latvia to represent Ireland in
this Erasmus+ project.

The initiative couldn’t have been developed
without the support of a number of key
contributors. We are very grateful for the
support we have received from the Ubuntu
Network and SelfHelp Africa; the Arts Council
and Léargas. The first Social Justice Certificate
will be awarded to the participating students
from the PME1 students and the Bachelor of
Social Science (Youth and Community Work)
at and event on campus on May 24th 2019.

- By Angela Rickard (Course Leader PMET)
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On Monday 18th February 2019, PME
students visited Microsoft's DreamSpace in
Leopardstown, Co. Dublin. Organized by
Roisin Beaver (PME Placement Tutor and
Microsoft Innovative Educator Expert), the
excursion gave us the chance to rethink the
future of education and technology, and

of course also the opportunity to develop

our own use of technology in the classroom.
Twenty of us attended and abuzz with
excitement en route while Rdisin filled us in

on the itinerary. We were met on arrival by
DreamSpace Lead, Amanda Joliffe. Amanda,
who is also a post-primary teacher, gave an
intriguing presentation covering the future

of Ireland’s economic and educational
landscape. She described the concept of
DreamSpace as providing students and
teachers with immersive learning experiences
that are centred around 21st Century learning
skills and concerned with combining these
with STEM subjects.

As ours was an interdisciplinary group,

we were set a task that could be used in

any subject: namely to create a poignant
video based on one of the UN's Sustainable
Development Goals. We were let loose in

the auditorium equipped with tablet devices
and plenty of imagination. After each team'’s
presentation and the projection of our

creative endeavours we were given a tour of
the building.

The interior of the building is spectacular. Its
open design is refreshing with a breathtaking
focal point of a digital waterfalll A set of
screens show cascading images, which flow
from one to another down to the ground
(think dancefloor sizel). The ‘waterfall’ is made
even more impressive as the nearby staircases
take on the appearance of a mountain.
Employees based there have dubbed it
“Mount Everest”.

Not only is the appearance of the building
appealing and evocative of the colourful
MS logo, but we were also impressed by

the working conditions for employees there:
with their flexible working hours, ergonomic
and height adjustable desks, gym and yoga
classes and much more.

An afternoon visit over mid-term was well
worth the effort. It has left its impression on us,
giving us the chance to consider innovative
ways to use technology to develop creativity
and critical thinking among our students.

- By Stephen O'Sullivan, PME Year 1 Student
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Maynooth University Department of Education is offering an exciting and innovative
Postgraduate Diploma in Educational Leadership & Management (Future Leaders) for teachers
at all levels who seek, or are currently in, leadership roles. The Future Leaders programme
includes a combination of practical skills and theoretical foundations to support preparation for
leadership and management positions at all levels. The programme is designed & delivered by
experienced leaders from a variety of professional education roles and has input from national
and infernatfional academic/practitioner experts in the areas of educational leadership and
management.

LOCATION:The course will be offered in the academic year 2019/20 in the following venues
(times/days) subject to sufficient numbers: Maynooth University (Monday 5pm-8pm), Cork
Education Centre (Monday 5pm-8pm), North Dublin Centre (Drumcondra Area — Tuesday 5pm-
8pm), Wexford Education Centre (Enniscorthy — Wednesday 5pm-8pm), Sligo Education Centre
(Wednesday 5pm-8pm), Laois Education Centre (Portlaoise — Thursday 5pm-8pm) and Galway
Education Centre (Thursday 5pm-8pm).

CONTACT DETAILS:

Programme Director:

Paula Kinnarney (for queries relating to course content)
Tel: +353 1 708 3731

E-mail: Paula.Kinnarney@mu.ie

Programme Administrator:

Kathryn Aherne (for queries relating to course application process)
Tel: +353 1 708 6715

E-mail: EdLeadership@mu.ie
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Prof Carl Anders S&fstrom is the director of the Centre for
Public Education and Pedagogy

New Research
Centre for Public
Education and
Pedagogy at
Maynooth University
reaffirms leadership
role in Irish
education studies

Upcoming Centre Event
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Professor Susan Robertson,
University of Cambridge, UK.

Dr. Susan Robertson is Professor of
Sociology of Education in the Faculty

of Education, University of Cambridge
and Fellow of Wolfson College,
Cambridge. Prior to her appointment to
Cambridge in 2016, Susan was Professor
of Sociology at the University of Bristol,
UK. Susan is a leading scholar on education
policy and governance, with a focus particularly

: N

on global and regional politics, and the implications for social justice.

Professor Elizabeth Rata,
The University of Auckland, NZ.

Dr. Elizabeth Rata is a professor of
education in the School of Critical
Studies in Education, Faculty of
Education and Social Work, at the
University of Auckland. She is the
founding director of the Knowledge

and Education Research Unit (KERU)
which was established in 2010 to ensure
a New Zealand contribution to the growing
international interest in curriculum knowledge.

9 follow us @ACSEuro #EuroACS

Professor Patrick Slattery,
Texas A&M University, USA.

Dr. Patrick Slattery is Professor and
Associate Department Head for
Graduate Studies in the Department
of Teaching, Learning & Culture in the
College of Education and Human
Development at Texas A&M University
where he teaches courses in Philosophy
of Education, Curriculum Theory, Social
Foundations uf Education, and Arts-Based ;

Research.The central theme of his work is the prnmotlon of a just,
compassionate, and ecologically sustainable global culture through
holistic and reconceptualized approaches to curriculum, constructive
postmodern understandings of education, queer studies in gender and
sexuality, and process philosophical visions of creativity and change.

Other speakers include:

Dr Lovisa Bergdahl, Sddertdorn University, Sweden.

John Hammond, CEO of NCCA, Ireland.

Professor Mark Priestley, University of Stirling, Scotland.
Professor Carl Anders Sdfstrom, Maynooth University, Ireland.
Professor Jan van den Akker, Netherlands.

Professor Ninni Wahlstrom, Linnaeus University, Sweden.

for queries contact Majella Dempsey: curriculum.conference19@mu.ie
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Alice Lynch with Clive Byrne, Director of the Helen Coleman with Dr Mark Fennell, Course
NAPD, Dr Gerry Jeffers Course Tutor, Professor Tutor, Professor Aideen Mulkeen, Professor
Aidan Mulkeen, Profesor Sharon Todd and Sharon Todd and Professor Mark Maguire
Professo

Sarah Kirwin with Clive Byrne, Director NAPD, Margaret Cronin with David Ruddy, IPPN
Tom Hughes, Course Tutor, Professor Aidan President, Professor Aidan Mulkeen, Profesor
Mulkeen, Profesor Sharon Todd and Professor Sharon Todd and Professor Mark Maguire
Mark Maguire

The Department of Education boasted an impressive line-up of prize recipients at the Maynooth
University Awards Ceremony on Wednesday 20th March. We would like to especially take this
opportunity to thank our sponsors for their generous sponsorship of the awards.

Congratulations also to Adrian Kenny (BSc Maths Ed year 2) who was awarded two prizes: The
First Year Laboratory Prize for the student who achieved the highest Chemistry laboratory marks
and the McGraw Hill First Year Overall Chemistry Prize and to Eimear Davis (PME 1) who was
awarded the Taught Masters Scholarship in Education.
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