Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 1

2024-25
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the first semester. 

HY320
EMIGRATION IN NINETEENTH- AND TWENTIETH-CENTURY IRISH SOCIETY

Dr Dympna McLoughlin

HY384
THE GREAT WAR, 1914-18


Dr David Murphy

HY3023
MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN BALKANS (800-1800)

Professor Dejan Djokić
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DR DYMPNA MC LOUGHLIN
	Module code HY320
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title
EMIGRATION IN NINETEENTH- AND TWENTIETH-CENTURY IRISH SOCIETY


This module will provide an overview of nineteenth and twentieth century Irish emigration to North America and Australia. The social, economic and cultural context of this emigration will be the starting point of the lectures. The theme of voluntary versus involuntary emigration will be introduced through an analysis of convict transportation, landlord assisted emigration, and famine emigration. The assisted emigration of children and juveniles to Canada and the Earl Grey Orphan assisted emigration to Australia will also be analysed. The over-representation of women in post famine Irish emigration will also be documented. Social class and emigration will form the key perspective for the final section of the elective on twentieth century Irish emigration to Britain, North America and Australia.  

Form of assessment
Two-hour examination at end of semester
Module Structure: 

Module will be lecture based.
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	Module title

THE GREAT WAR, 1914-18


Module Content  

This elective will focus on the origins and conduct of the “Great War” of 1914-18. Lectures and seminars will examine the campaign on the Western Front and also events in the Eastern and Middle Eastern theatres. There will be some reference to the impact of the war on Ireland and the effect of the global conflict on the civilian population of the belligerent powers. The naval and airpower aspects of this war will also be discussed. There will be some discussion of developments in military technology. This is an operational military history elective focusing on the conduct of the war and the gradual development of technology and tactics during this period. There will be some discussion of legacy issues and the impact of the war on military thinking during the 1920s and 1930s. 
Objectives:

This elective will provide participating students with an understanding of the strategic and operational history of the “Great War” of 1914-18. 
Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
Key Texts

John Keegan, The First World War (1999)

Hew Strachen (ed), The Oxford Illustrated History of the First World War (2nd edition, 2014)

BBC TV Series, The Great War (available as a boxed set through the MU library)
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	MEDIEVAL AND EARLY MODERN BALKANS (800-1800)


Overview
The module looks at the transformation of the Balkans during the early middle ages following the Slav migrations, when Byzantium lost political hegemony but exercised strong cultural and religious influence across south-eastern Europe. The Ottoman conquest in the 14th and 15th centuries further transformed Balkan societies, due to physical (forced population movements) and social migrations (conversion to Islam of the local Christian population). Frequent wars between the Ottomans and Hungary and Austria turned the early modern Balkans into an imperial borderland, which facilitated the movement of people and goods. These transnational links and networks with central and western Europe meant that, contrary to popular perceptions, the region experienced Enlightenment and Romanticism. 

	Assessment:

Two-hour exam at end of semester  
(100% of total mark)



