Department of History

Third Year Special Topics  - Semester 2
2024-25
[5 credits: two hours per week]
Students select one of the following modules in the second semester. 

HY387
TOWNS IN MEDIEVAL IRELAND

Dr Michael Potterton
HY3011
THE TROUBLES: CONFLICT IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Professor Roisín Higgins
HY3024
IRELAND 1014-1169: FROM CLONTARF TO STRONGBOW

Lecturer tbc
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2024-25
Second Semester
	Lecturer
DR MICHAEL POTTERTON
	Module code
HY 387
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

TOWNS IN MEDIEVAL IRELAND


Module content  
Ireland has a very significant urban tradition stretching back well over a millennium. The earliest stages of town development can be traced at a few of the larger early medieval monastic sites such as Armagh and Kildare. A new wave of urban growth was instigated by Scandinavian settlers – several of Ireland’s largest towns and cities were founded primarily as trading ports at strategic locations by the Vikings in the ninth and tenth centuries. The arrival of the Anglo-Normans in the second half of the twelfth century initiated another crucial phase of urban generation, with more than fifty towns being founded. A further stage of town creation was the plantation era of the late sixteenth and early seventeenth centuries. Through archaeological, documentary and other sources, this module will trace the development of urban Ireland from the early medieval period through to the seventeenth century.

Module aim
The main aim of this module is to familiarise students with the tradition of town life in medieval Ireland. Upon successful completion of the module, students will
( be familiar with the origins and main phases of town development in Ireland;

( be aware of the range of sources available for the study of Ireland’s historic towns;

( be able to recognise various surviving medieval components in the modern streetscape;

( have a good idea of what daily life was like in a medieval Irish town.

Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
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	Module title

THE TROUBLES: CONFLICT IN NORTHERN IRELAND


Overview
This module provides a social, economic and political exploration of Northern Ireland during the Troubles and offers a detailed examination of the outbreak and escalation of conflict. It employs a variety of sources including official reports and correspondences, newspapers, pamphlets, posters, memoirs and television programmes to better understand the society and politics of the time. The module will cover key events such as the deployment of British troops, internment, Bloody Sunday, Bloody Friday, the Ulster Workers’ Council Strike and the hungerstrikes, as well as providing an insight into everyday life during the conflict. This module addresses the specific problems that face historians of a divided society, it discusses historiography and assesses the reliability and limitations of a wide range of primary and secondary source material.
Objectives

The aim of this module is to develop a critical understanding of the economic, social and political history of Northern Ireland during a period of conflict. By the end of the module students will be able to assess the causes of conflict and the process of moving towards peace. They will become aware of the difficulties of ‘writing history’ in a contested society.

Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
Introductory reading:

Paul Bew, The Politics of Enmity, 1798-2006 (2007).

Richard Bourke, Peace in Ireland: the war of ideas (2003).

Eimear O’Callaghan, Belfast Days: a 1972 teenage diary (2014).
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	Module title

IRELAND 1014-1169: FROM CLONTARF TO STRONGBOW


Overview
Investigation through lectures and texts of church, politics, social organisation, art, architecture, literature and learning. 

Form of assessment

Two-hour examination at end of semester: 100%
