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national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2024-25
First Semester
	Lecturer

PROFESSOR MARIAN LYONS
	Module code HY304
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

EARLY MODERN IRELAND – TUDOR IRELAND
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CONTENT

From the accession of Henry Tudor to the throne in 1485 to the death of his granddaughter, Elizabeth I in 1603, Ireland experienced three generations of tumultuous political, cultural, social and economic change, and from the mid-sixteenth century, decades of intensifying plantation, warfare, famine and emigration. During this era, Ireland evolved from a medieval lordship to a kingdom and, many argue, a laboratory for plantation schemes in England’s New World colonies. Through a resounding defeat of the Catholic forces of the Ulster earls at the battle of Kinsale (1601), Elizabeth I, the last of the Tudors, accomplished the secular (though not the religious) conquest of Ireland. Throughout the module, political, social, economic and cultural changes are traced along broadly chronological lines, and a wide variety of primary sources (written and visual) are examined to reveal various individuals’ experiences of their rapidly changing world.
Assessment

Research project (4,000-4,500 words approx.)


80%

Primary source analysis exercise (500 words approx.) 

10%

In-class participation 





10%

Deadline for submission of research project:

Monday, 6 January 2025

Core text: Colm Lennon, Sixteenth century Ireland: the incomplete conquest (Gill & Macmillan series, Dublin, 2005 edn.) available in MU library (941.5 NGHI) & on sale in Maynooth University Bookstore.

national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2024-25
First Semester
	Lecturer

DR JOANNE MANCINI
	Module code HY 341
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title
AMERICAN HISTORY ELECTIVE (A)


Module Content

This module offers an introduction to the cultural history of the United States (including aspects of colonial American and Indigenous history).  It will employ a seminar format, with in-depth discussions of primary sources including art and visual culture, literary texts, music, and other works, as well as explorations of online repositories for primary sources.  We will also examine current secondary literature (primarily journal articles), both in history and, because of the interdisciplinary nature of the subject matter, in related disciplines such as literature, history of art, musicology, American Studies, and/or anthropology.  The module will take a chronological approach, but we will also consider various themes.  Students must come to class meetings having completed the assigned readings and other exercises, and participate fully in these discussions.

Module Structure:

24 contact hours in the form of one-hour seminars, delivered over 12 weeks. 

Form of Assessment: 

Participation 





10%

In-class group presentation (digital assignment)
15%
In-class quizzes (3 x 5%)



15%
3000-word essay 




60%

Deadline for submission of essay:


Monday, 6 January 2025

national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2024-25
First Semester
	Lecturer

professor terence dooley
	Module code HY 352
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title
THE DECLINE AND RISE OF THE IRISH COUNTRY HOUSE, 

1845 TO PRESENT


Module content   

This module begins by providing an in-depth examination of the reasons for the decline of Irish country houses from the late nineteenth century onwards. It looks at the impact that the Great Famine, the Land War of the 1880s, the Land Acts from 1870 to 1909, the economic fallout from post—war global depression, the Great War 1914-18, and the revolutionary period 1919-23 all had on landed families and their homes. 
The focus then turns to the struggle for survival that faced big house owners in independent Ireland. It considers questions of management, sustainability and public and political perceptions of these houses up to the present day. It also introduces comparative aspects with country houses in Britain and wider Europe.

Students will be familiarised with the primary sources which are available for the study of big houses and landed estates in Ireland, how to locate them and how to assess their strengths and weaknesses.
At the end of this module students should have an in-depth understanding of Irish country houses and their histories; be able appreciate the social, economic, political and cultural contexts which shaped their decline and rise in the 150 years or so from 1845; be able to identify primary sources relevant to the study of individual houses and families; and be able to analyse and critically assess primary and secondary historical sources and present cogent, coherent arguments. 

Form of Assessment: 
In-class presentation






25%

Essay of c. 3,750 words on a topic of your choice to be agreed
   in advance with Prof Dooley: 




75%
Essay deadline: Monday, 6 January 2025
Special requirements (e.g., field trips inc. cost; special sessions; books):
Students will be expected to partake in one field trip which may have to be arranged for a Saturday morning. The cost is not likely to exceed €10.

national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2024-25
First Semester
	Lecturer

DR DAVID LEDERER
	Module code HY 353
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title
THE HOLY ROMAN EMPIRE, 1495 TO 1618
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MODULE CONTENT
Voltaire jokingly disparaged this loose conglomeration as ‘... neither holy, nor Roman, nor an empire".  In 1848, revolutionaries debated Greater- and Lesser-German solutions to replace it.  Nazi propagandists drew historical parallels between the first Reich (which lasted over 1,000 years) and their short-lived racist vision of an Aryan Third Reich.  Post-War Austrian historian Friedrich Heer promoted the ethnically diverse Empire as a traditional model of European integration.  In the 1990s, debate raged over Germany’s ‘special path’ (Sonderweg) from Martin Luther to unification under Bismarck and, ultimately, two world wars.  Was the Holy Roman Empire a failed state? Or the direct antecedent of the Danubian Monarchy? Or Imperial Germany? the EU? the Holocaust?  
HY353 is part one of the Holy Roman Empire super-elective, which continues in semester two with HY354, introduces this enigmatic Empire from its medieval origins under Charlemagne to the political constitution set out in the Golden Bull and imperial reforms.  Then, we focus on the Reformations and German Peasants’ War. Students participate in class discussions, presentations of primary and secondary sources, post to a group website and compose an essay for the end of the semester.
Form of Assessment

3,000 word essay 

60%

In-class assignments/tests 
40%
Deadline for submission of essay is Monday, 6 January 2025
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2024-25
First Semester
	Lecturer
DR JOHN PAUL NEWMAN
	Module code
HY 3007
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two

	Module title

EASTERN AND CENTRAL EUROPE UNDER COMMUNISM
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From the ‘Monument to 1300 Years of the Bulgarian State’, put up in 1981 in the city of Shumen, a prime example of the communist appropriated national history (this statue depicts a ‘Khan’ of the medieval Bulgarian empire)

This module covers the history of eastern and central Europe under communism, that is, from 1945-1989. Due attention is to the role of the interwar period and the Second World War in creating the conditions necessary for the rise of the communist regimes in the region. We will explore the part played by personalities, leaders, the (communist) party, intellectuals, and the ordinary people in the establishment, maintenance, and eventual downfall of the communist system. In addition to the political history of communism we will look at movies, television, consumption (shopping), and leisure time and how they shaped the communist experience. What was the lived experience of communism really like for the average person? Why did the system last so long? Why did it end when it did? And what are the long-term implications of this time for the future integration of Europe? 
Assessment

1,000 word assignment 
(25%)
Class quiz 


(10%) 
3,000 word final project
(65%)
Deadline for submission of project:

Monday, 6 January 2025
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

Third Arts, 2024-2025
First Semester
	Lecturer
DR CIARAN REILLY
	Module code HY3018 
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two


	Module title

SPORT AND POLITICS IN MODERN IRELAND


Overview 
While sports of all forms have been played for millennia, our understanding of modern sport is very much a nineteenth century phenomenon. In the period after the Great Famine, sport in Ireland flourished largely due to industrialisation, the growth of the railways and the codification of games.
This module will examine the development of sport in modern Ireland across all sections of society. Understanding the political, social, cultural and economic context in which these organisations were formed, the module will examine the development of a wide array of sports including cycling, athletics, association football, Gaelic games, boxing, hunting and horse racing. Through themes such as war, revolution, gender, politics, and identity, this module will examine why certain sports gained support in Ireland. 
Learning Outcomes

On successful completion of the module, students should be able to:

- Demonstrate knowledge and critical understanding of sport and society in modern Ireland; 

- assess and understand the historiography of development of Irish sport;

- understand the relationship between sport and modern society

Form of Assessment: 

Participation









10 %

Class Presentation [source based]                  





20 %

Essay [3,000 words which must be agreed with Dr Reilly in advance] 

70 %

Essay deadline: Monday, 6 January 2025
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

Third arts, 2024-25
First Semester
	Lecturer

PROFESSOR ROISÍN HIGGINS
	Module code HY 3021 
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week
Two


	Module title

THATCHER’S BRITAIN: A POLITICAL AND SOCIAL HISTORY OF BRITAIN IN THE 1980s
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Overview
British politics and society were transformed in the 1980s. It was a decade that saw an acceleration of deindustrialisation; changes to economic orthodoxies; ideological clashes; high unemployment; affluence and optimism; racism and riots. At the helm in Downing Street was Margaret Thatcher who was elected three times as Prime Minister. She was the first woman to hold this position: a divisive and dynamic figure. This module examines the contradictions and complexities of Thatcher’s Britain. It explores the economic changes that underpinned the politics of the period and their repercussions across the society. The response to Thatcher was often intense because the stakes were high. The ideological shifts of the 1980s had long-reaching consequences. By taking this module students will not only gain knowledge of Thatcher’s Britain, they will have a better understanding of British society today and the issues that remain contested and unresolved.
Module Aims

Students will gain a critical understanding of the main political, economic and social developments in Britain in the 1980s and of the role Margaret Thatcher played in shaping British politics and society while she was Prime Minister.

Assessment
Participation










10%
In-class presentation









20%
Primary source analysis, 500 words







10%
3,000-word essay (deadline Monday, 6 January 2025)




60%
national university of ireland, maynooth

department of history

third arts, 2024-25

First Semester
	Lecturer
PROFESSOR DEJAN DJOKIĆ
	Module code
HY 3027
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week

Two

	Module title

IRELAND AND THE BALKANS IN THE MODERN WORLD


In this module students will explore a number of themes in South Slav and Irish history in a comparative and trans-national perspective, including: anti-imperialism and symbolic geographies; nationalism; land question; ethno-religious identities and conflicts; Yugoslavia and Ireland’s search for a place in interwar Europe of ‘successor states’ and their quest for ‘neutrality’ in the post-1945 world; legacy of war and post-conflict reconciliation; cultural connections. More broadly, by studying modern history of Europe from its north-western and south-eastern geographic peripheries, students will be encouraged to rethink and question traditional, western-centric interpretations of European history.

Assessment
Class attendance/participation


10%

In-class assignments




25%

35,000-word essay 




65%. 

Deadline for submission of essay:

Monday, 6 January 2025

NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND MAYNOOTH

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

THIRD ARTS 2024-25

YEAR-LONG
	Co-ordinator
DR ALISON FITZGERALD
	Module code HY301
	Credits

10
	Lecture hours per week
2 (Semester 1)


	Module title
HISTORY DISSERTATION
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Overview
This year-long, 10-credit module gives eligible students* a high degree of autonomy to research and write an undergraduate dissertation (extended essay). Supported by dissertation tutorials (Semester 1), and under the guidance of an assigned supervisor (Semesters 1 & 2), who provides individual feedback, each student undertakes research, leading to a final dissertation of 8,000–10,000 words. The dissertation topic may be in an area that links with a module the student has already taken or is taking, but that is not a requirement, once the topic is approved by the module co-ordinator and Head of Department. The module provides excellent grounding for any student who might be interested in pursuing postgraduate research. A Department prize will be awarded to the student who achieves the highest mark in the module.
Note: There will be one off-campus library site visit.
* Students may take this module if they achieved a minimum of 650 in Year 2 History. Eligible students who choose HY301 must also select one of the special topics in each semester, i.e. one from HY320, HY384 and HY3023 (semester one) and one from HY387, HY3011 and HY3024 (semester two).
Form of Assessment

Undergraduate Dissertation (8,000-10,000 words, year-long project)

100%
Submission deadline:





Wednesday, 14 May 2024
NATIONAL UNIVERSITY OF IRELAND MAYNOOTH

DEPARTMENT OF HISTORY

THIRD ARTS 2024-25
First Semester
	Lecturer


	Module code GC313
	Credits

5
	Lecture hours per week



	Module title
ALEXANDER THE GREAT: FIRE FROM HEAVEN


as per Course Finder, July 2024
	
	

This module explores the extraordinary careers of the Macedonian kings Philip II and, to a much greater extent, his son Alexander the Great. One of the stand-out figures from world history. It examines their rise to power and attempts to explain the reasons for their military successes, by which in a short space of time Philip had conquered the Greek world and, Alexander, subsequently, moved the boundaries of that Greek world eastwards to the borders of India. Though Alexander’s life met a premature end, the consequences of his conquests were far-reaching both politically and culturally, as various local cultures blended with the Greek; analysis of the nature and significance of these changes is central to the investigation.
18 lectures, 3 tutorials


	Form of assessment

Assessment type

Weighting

Duration

Continuous Assessment

40%

University scheduled written examination

60%

90 minutes




Please note that GC313 is timetabled by the Department of Ancient Classics and may clash with core lectures in other subjects.

