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Professional Master of Education – courses starting Sept 2024

• 4 NUI Universities (Maynooth University, UCC, UCD, University of Galway,)

– closing date 31st January 2024

• Dublin City University – closing date 9th February 2024

• Trinity College Dublin - closing date in several rounds – opening soon for 
Round 2 applications

• University of Limerick – closing dates vary depending on subject (January 
31st – March 1st, see UL website for full details

• Hibernia College – closing date 21st June 2024
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Professional Master of Education

• 4 NUI Universities

– Maynooth University, UCC, UCD, University of Galway,

One form, multiple choices, points based

• Dublin City University – application form, points based

• Trinity College Dublin – application form/Interview

• University of Limerick - application form/Interview

• Hibernia College - application form/Interview
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• Apply in final year for course starting the following September

• Closing Date – 31st January 2024

• Application Fee - €120

• Entry requirements – 2.2 Honours in degree

• Points system used to allocate places

• Online application – www.pac.ie

NUI / PAC Applications: 
MU, UCD, UCC, UoG
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http://www.pac.ie/


Applications by subject

• This system set up to address teacher 
shortage in  particular subjects 
(Languages, Sciences, Maths etc.)

Up to 8 choices

1. Indicate the universities to which you are 
applying

2. Select your teaching subjects

3. List your choices in order of preference

• Even though you apply under a specific 
subject, if you  meet the Teaching Council 
requirements you will can still  teach both 
your subjects in schools.

All NUI Universities and DCU

Use a Points System

– Points awarded based on 
most recent exam
results

– If applying in final year 
your points are based  on 
your results from the 
previous year (year  
abroad is not included)

How are places allocated?



.......3,Points based on your most recent 
completed academic year results

Points system



Points

• Your points are based on your most recent full year results – so 
if applying in final year, you will be using your second year marks

• Points required varies each year – points vary in  each university 
and depending on your subjects

– This is in response to a need to train teachers
in shortage subjects

• It is not possible to predict points required for  

 2024 entry or subsequent years

Closing date for NUI PME
– 31st January 2024

Documentation Closing date –
7th February 2024
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• How can I increase my points?

– Re-apply the following year with final year results

– Additional Qualifications (only eligible if 
completed at  time of application)

• Undergraduate

• Postgraduate

• Course must be completed by 1st December in 
year  of application

– Relevant Paid Professional Experience – 1 
point for each year (full-time or part-time)

• Other options...Apply to PME in other universities

What if I don’t get a place?
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• Must provide documentation e.g. 

letter from  employer

• Full-time /Part-time paid professional 
experience

• In education

• Working with young people

• Related to teaching subject

Related to teaching subject (normally at 
graduate level)

e.g., Employment as

• Accountant (Business Studies teacher) 
or Graduate level business related work    
experience

• Translator (Languages teachers)

• Laboratory Technician (Science
teachers)

Examples: In education / With young people

• Full-time Teaching in another country –
using your degree subject

• TEFL Teaching to groups

• Working full-time as a special needs 
assistant or  classroom assistant

• Full-time employment as a sports coach,
youth organiser or in a nursery/care 
setting with children

• See www.pac.ie for further details of acceptable /unacceptable experience

• 1 point awarded for each year of experience

PAID Professional Experience
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• Teaching Council Subject Declaration form is uploaded as part  of the application
• You can download the forms here - https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/applying-in-2022-for-a-

place-on-a-professional-master-of-education-pme/ 

Additional documentation can be uploaded or posted to PAC after  you submit your application –
organise these in final year

• Evidence of results to date (university transcripts from Records Office

• https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/records/academic-  transcripts-letters-and-forms )

• Evidence of additional qualifications

• Evidence of relevant experience (Employer form –link to  download on application form)

• Evidence of EU status e.g. birth cert/passport/P60 etc.

• Other documentation may be required – follow application instructions 

NUI/PAC Documentation required
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https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/applying-in-2022-for-a-place-on-a-professional-master-of-education-pme/
https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/applying-in-2022-for-a-place-on-a-professional-master-of-education-pme/
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/records/academic-transcripts-letters-and-forms


• Closing Date: 9th  February 2024

• Application Fee: €100

• Application to DCU through DCU 
Application portal

• Part-time course (2 years)

• Currently Tuesday & Wednesday
5pm – 8pm 

• When applying to DCU it is 
requested that you  have 
arranged your teaching practice 
before you send in your 
application

Dublin City University PME
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https://dcuie2.elluciancrmrecruit.com/Apply/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fApply
https://dcuie2.elluciancrmrecruit.com/Apply/Account/Login?ReturnUrl=%2fApply


• Teaching Council Subject Declaration form is uploaded as part  of the application
- https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/applying-in-2022-for-a-place-on-a-professional-

 master-of-education-pme/ 
• Evidence of results to date (university transcripts from Records Office

https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/records/academic-  transcripts-letters-and-forms )

• Evidence of additional qualifications

• Evidence of relevant experience (Employer form –link to  download on 
application form)

• Evidence of EU status e.g. birth cert/passport/P60 etc.

• DCU Teaching Practice Form

• Other documentation may be required – follow application instructions 

DCU Documentation required
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https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/applying-in-2022-for-a-place-on-a-professional-master-of-education-pme/
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• 2-year Course
• Closing Date: various rounds: Opening 

in December for Round 2

• Application fee: €55
• Apply online to TCD through 

https://www.tcd.ie/courses/postgradu
ate/courses/professional-masters-in-
education-pme/

Apply for a PME in a specific subject

• Places awarded on basis of

– On-line application Form

– Interview

• Teaching Experience or other work with 
young people important

Trinity College: 
Professional Master of Education
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Trinity has several rounds of applications.

Opening in early December for Round 2 applications.

Trinity College: 
Professional Master of Education

Select which subject  you wish to apply  under.

If you meet Teaching  Council requirements  you can still 
teach  both of your degree  subjects after PME
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• Permission to verify documents form (download from  application form, 
fill in and upload)

• CV (samples on Careers Service website -
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/students/information-and-
resources#CV 

• Evidence of graduation or proof of results to date  (university
transcripts from Records Office –  
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/records/academic-transcripts-
letters-and-forms

• Evidence of EU citizenship (scan copy of passport/birth certificate)

• Other documentation may be required – follow application instructions 

TCD- Documents needed
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https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/students/information-and-resources#CV
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/students/information-and-resources#CV
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/records/academic-transcripts-letters-and-forms
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/records/academic-transcripts-letters-and-forms


Two-year course

– Business *31st January 2024

– Languages: French, German, Gaelige, 
Spanish, Japanese,  English as a foreign 
language *31st January 2024

– Mathematics *16th February 2024

– Music *1st March 2024

– Science * 1st March 2024

– Physical Education (must have relevant 
degree) * 31st January 2024

– Technological Education *1st March 2024

– Closing date: varies depending on subject*

• Apply online http://www.ul.ie

– Application Form / Interview

– Languages: Oral

– Music: Audition

University of Limerick:
Professional Master of Education
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https://www.si.ul.ie/urd/sits.urd/run/siw_ipp_lgn.login?process=siw_ipp_app&code1=PMEDUCTFAD&code2=0006


• 2 intakes per year – 
September and April

• 2 year course

• 24 weeks teaching practice 
(3 blocks)

• Contact Hibernia College for 
application form

• Application fee €95

• Personal statement important
• Interview

– Must demonstrate awareness of teaching 
as a career

– Classroom observation and other 
experience with young people important

Hibernia College:
Professional Master of Education
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Teaching Council: 
Registration

• For each teaching subject the Teaching Council have a  list of 
requirements including the modules you must take 

 as part of your degree.

• It is important to refer to this list when making your 

module selections.

• Details of the new system for qualification assessment

can be found at

➢ Subject Criteria for those applying for registration on or after 1st January 2023 
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https://www.teachingcouncil.ie/assets/uploads/2023/09/curricular-subject-requirements-after-january-2023.pdf


What can you do now?

• Decide which courses you want to apply for- you can apply for as many courses as you wish.

• Register (set up accounts) on the various application websites so that you can view the application 
forms (more details on applications in our Making PME Applications Presentation

• Check Teaching Council subject criteria and ensure your modules meet the criteria – contact the 
Careers Service if you have any questions

• It can take time to gather up any required documents, CV (for TCD application) etc.
• Consider getting any relevant experience related to work with children/teaching etc. to gain additional 

points
• Voluntary work also useful for TCD/UL/Hibernia
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Useful Information

• Careers and Employability Service – Post Primary Teaching Info Sheet

• How to gain an additional Teaching Subject
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https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers/students/information-and-resources#info
https://www.maynoothuniversity.ie/sites/default/files/filefield_paths/List%20of%20additional%20Teaching%20Subjects2022.pdf
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE
www.maynoothuniversity.ie/careers

CAREERS CONNECT PORTAL

FIND US ON SOCIAL MEDIA

• Explore your career options

• Search for jobs and internships

• Research postgrad study options

• Create a professional CV & practice your interview skills

• Attend employer, alumni and career events and workshops

• Open to all students from 1st year to postgraduate – never too early to start!

• Use Careers Connect to engage with us

➢ Appointments 

➢ Send us your Questions

• Drop-in Help-desk (Term-Time) – for quick questions

Have you used the 
Careers & Employability Service yet?



The Careers Help Desk will be open (Term-Time)

• Tuesday   10.00 am to 12.30 pm.

• Wednesday   10.00 am to 12.30 pm.

• Thursday   10.00 am to 12.30 pm.

• Book through Careers Connect – In-person and Online

Book appointments and send us your questions 
through Careers Connect (Monday- Friday)

Careers Help Desk

Careers Appointments
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Book Appointments 
with Careers Advisers

Careers Interest Tests
&
Useful Resources

Careers Connect

Ask Questions 
&
Find Careers Information

Search Graduate Jobs
&
Careers Events

Find out more – Scan me
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